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Supporting the development of Quebec's 

rural communities—that has been Rural Team 
Quebec's mission ever since it began in 1998. 
The Team consists of representatives from 


about twenty federal departments and agencies, 


as well as representatives of key organizations 
working on rural issues in Quebec, such as 
Solidarité rurale du Québec, Sociétés d’aide au 
développement des collectivités (SADCs) 
[Quebec community futures development 
corporations], and the Table de concertation 
des Forums jeunesse régionaux du Québec 
[Quebec regional youth forums roundtable]. 


Rural Team Quebec works to create 
partnerships to mobilize stakeholders 

in Quebec’s various regions around issues 
affecting their rural communities. The Team 
also provides information about programs and 
services offered in rural areas, and maintains 
a dialogue with citizens in these rural 
communities to better identify their local 

and regional concerns. 


One of Rural Team Quebec's 

latest achievements has been to 

hold four Community in Action events. 

These events have enabled hundreds of 
community organizations to learn more about 
the programs and services offered by the 
Government of Canada, as well as to discuss 
the particular issues and problems faced by 
their regions in order to help their communities 
grow. The most recent Community in Action 
event was held in the Lanaudiére region 

on November 18, 2004. At this event, 

some 100 community representatives 
examined issues that they 

regarded as priorities for the 

development of their region. As a result, 

a committee was later established 

to ensure that concrete action will be 

taken on the issues raised at this event, 
organized in partnership with the Table des 
partenaires du développement social 
Lanaudiére, the SADCs of Lanaudiere, 

and Human Resources and 

Skills Development Canada. 


For more information about Rural Team 
Quebec, visit our Web site at www.rural.gc.ca. 


Third Fair of Villages: 
Seducing city dwellers 


From February 4 to 6 this year, close 
to 60 rural municipalities set up shop 
in Montreal’s Bonsecours Market to 
attract Montrealers who are pining for 
rural life. The event was the third 

Fair of Villages, presented by Solidarité Pour Lous 
rurale du Québec. It gives regional les Zoiits 
county municipalities all over Quebec et pour 
a great opportunity to show what they leg 
have to offer and promote the idea 
of moving to rural communities. 


Once again this year, city dwellers 
responded to this invitation from rural 
Quebec by coming out in big numbers. 
Over 4,000 people visited the various 
venues at this event. The “Place des 
projets” provided information about 
job openings and other rural business 
opportunities, while the “Place des 
villages” showcased numerous regional 
artists. The General Store had traditional 
local products and gourmet items, 
while the Conference Centre offered 
information on rural life. 


Some visitors also attended a 
symposium, organized by Solidarité 
rurale du Québec, about a study 
now being done on the phenomenon of city dwellers who move to rural 
areas. This study, funded by the Government of Canada, will give a 

better understanding of why people move to rural areas and identify the 
conditions needed to welcome newcomers to rural communities and 
persuade them to stay. Parliamentary Secretary for Rural Development, 
Wayne Easter, was pleased to participate in the official opening ceremony 
of this unique event that will help build bridges between rural and urban 
Canada. “The ability to not only attract urban Canadians to rural Canada 
but to help urban Canadians better understand rural issues and concerns is 
at the top of my agenda as Parliamentary Secretary for Rural 
Development,” said Mr. Easter. 


As Jacques Proulx, the president and founder of Solidarité rurale 

du Québec, put it: “When we first raised the idea of this fair in 2001, 
some people looked at us as if we were a little crazy. But now many 
people share our view that rural living is an increasingly popular modern 
lifestyle option and that there are many people living in the cities who 
would like to move to rural areas to work, raise their children, and live 
their lives in a different kind of setting.” With this year’s theme “A Breath 
of Fresh Air,” the Fair of Villages once again offered urbanites who are 
looking for a change the opportunity to visit a marketplace of villages 
where they can go to live in Quebec. 
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iversity and trust: 
Keys to rural 
development 


Rural communities need to 
understand the importance of cultural 
diversity and trust as keys to their 
future, former Red Deer Mayor 

Gail Surkan told delegates at the 
third National Rural Conference. 


“Somewhere [during the conference], 


you will talk about the importance of 
immigration to rural communities,” 
said Surkan. 


“Tf that, in fact, is a part of our 
future, the values that we develop 
around inclusiveness and respect for 
diversity will be one of the most 
powerful economic and social 
development tools that we can have.” 


Surkan noted that rural communities 
have always been inclusive, 

but they’ve also been 

largely homogeneous. 


“They (rural communities) have 
not really dealt with true diversity, 
and yet, the future of our rural 
communities will depend on 
being inclusive of many cultures, 
languages and values that may not 
be as familiar as those that we’ve 
historically had inside our 
communities,” she said. 


The real challenge, said Surkan, 
is to be inclusive after being 
homogeneous for so long. 


To do this, she said, a community 
needs to understand itself at a much 
deeper level than just its physical 
form. It also has to understand its 
importance and to design and 

plan for its survival. 


Surkan also pointed to the need 
to understand rural communities 
“as essential living environments 
where people feel they have a 
sense of a shared future, where 
they have influence, where they 
work together to build 

common value systems.” 


Mrs. Gail Surkan at the third National Rural Conference 


This, she said, would provide 

more effective ways to support the 
process of community development 
and sustainability. 


In addition to inclusiveness, Surkan 
spoke of the need for communities to 
re-establish and strengthen trust 

and collaboration. 


“We have to be...collaborative 
rather than adversarial,” said Surkan. 
“Many of us, especially here, in the 
west, are only one generation away 
from when we actually knew how 
to gather together to raise 

each other’s barns, or to share our 
resources to build the first place of 
worship, or to find a way through 
our family and community networks 
to support those that were less 
fortunate in our communities.” 


Surkan added that collaboration 
and cooperativeness are among the 
most important values that show the 
importance of rural communities. 


“We know that in our communities, 
a lot of what we have done in the 
past has depended on our ability 
to trust one another. Trust is an 
enabler.” As an example, Surkan 
highlighted the Central Alberta 
Economic Partnership (CAEP) 
comprising over 40 communities 
in central Alberta that banded 
together originally to work on 
economic development. 


She said the partnership met 

the challenge of moving from a 
competitive environment to one where 
the future was seen as being shared. 


This is a good example, according 
to Surkan, of communities who 
understand that they aren’t in 

this alone. If they are to 
succeed, they need 

to recognize the 
importance of 
supporting the 
entire network. 
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Rural Canadians speak 
their minds in Red Deer 


A message from the Honourable 

Wayne Easter, Parliamentary Secretary 

to the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food 
with special emphasis on Rural Development. 


Rural Canada is where there’s heart and where 
there’s hope. 


““We were offered jobs all over Canada, but 
we're not going because we are where there’s 
heart and where there’s hope.” 


What a great comment this was by a 
participant at the Third National Rural 
Conference held in Red Deer, Alberta in October, 2004. It reflects the passion 
rural Canadians have for those unique places we call “rural Canada.” 


We saw a lot of this passion at the Red Deer conference. And we saw a lot 
of enthusiasm, drive and willingness to find ways to take action and build 
strategies to strengthen and sustain rural Canada. It is this sort of positive 

and forward-thinking human effort that will make a difference in 

rural Canada. 


The National Rural Conference focused on five subjects 

important to rural Canada: entrepreneurship, community capacity building, 
infrastructure, northern issues and youth. Participants talked about projects 
going on in their communities, what makes them successful and what could 
be done to better support them and similar projects. 


They spoke of the need for collaboration, partnerships 

and communication within and between communities, and the value of 
cooperatives in rural communities. They also spoke of the importance of 
long-term and stable government programs that rural communities could 
count on, and quality information they could use for planning. Increasing 
the awareness and understanding of the interdependency between rural and 
urban Canada was also raised. 


Youth from rural communities made their presence felt throughout the 
conference. This began with a youth forum organized by the National Rural 
Youth Network, and continued throughout the weekend. Their message was 
clear and heartfelt: youth don’t just want to be listened to by government; 
they want the tools to be active and productive leaders in their communities. 
They also insisted that youth programs need to be developed with youth, 
not just for youth. 


Northerners too were clear in their message: northern communities face 
many challenges, but northerners have the creativity and the initiative to 
overcome them. They are also great producers of wealth for the rest of 
Canada. The North needs government to supply the tools and the support 
they need to bring to life the vision they have for their communities. 
Northerners spoke of the need for infrastructure programs suited to their 
needs, streamlined governance, and for all levels of government to work 
together and to share information. They also spoke of the need for municipal 
governments to work towards common goals for both their community 

and their area. 


As | said in my closing remarks in Red Deer, the fabric of this country rests 
in rural Canada. We are going to continue to build our communities in rural 
Canada because we deserve our share, because we are producers of wealth 
in this nation. Together we will build on what we have, and we will take 
action for sustainable rural communities — where there’s heart and where 
there’s hope. 


Inter-Community Harmony 
Project: Fighting our 
prejudices together 


Innovation is the key to the 
future of forest-dependent 
communities in Quebec. 
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available. The Forest 
Innovation Partnership’s 
mission is to answer the needs 
of Quebec’s forest-dependent 
regions and their communities 
by promoting innovative forest 
management through more 
effective knowledge transfer 
between researchers and users. 
This strategic alliance stems Workshop on controlling the white pine weevil and blister rust, 
from an agreement between the —°°2" September 2004 

Canadian Forest Service (CFS), FERIC and Forintek Canada Corp. 
with financial support from Canada Economic Development. 


English-speaking Aboriginal community 
of Listuguj and the French-speaking ~ Listucu} 

ae ; POINTE-A-LA-CROIX 
non-Aboriginal community of 
Pointe-a-la-Croix are physically separated by nothing more 
than a highway. In the past, this geographic proximity of 
the two communities, combined with the cultural differences 
between them, has repeatedly led to problems of racism, 
intimidation and harassment. Determined to reconcile the 
two sides, the Accés-Jeunes youth centre in Pointe-a-la-Croix, 
in co-operation with Listuguy Department of Educational 
Services, decided to launch the Inter-Community 


in regions 


Harmony project. 


This project began with the hiring of a co-ordinator 

to serve as a bridge between the two communities. 

To promote good relations between leaders and 
stakeholders in the two communities, a committee was also 
formed, with representatives from the Streté du Québec, the 
Listuguj Aboriginal Police Department, the Listuguj Band 
Council, and the municipality of Pointe-a-la-Cro1x, as well 
as from local social service agencies, schools, and youth 
centres. This committee succeeded in building a consensus 
around problems and issues related to young people in the two 
communities and in developing and implementing an action 
plan focused on preventive, educational, social and 


The Forest Innovation Partnership is geared toward all forestry stakeholders 
interested in research and development, and knowledge and technology 
transfer. It targets small- and medium-sized businesses, such as forestry 
co-operatives, forestry group ventures, forestry developers and seedling 
production centres, which tend to be located in rural areas. 


The knowledge obtained 
through research conducted 
by the CFS, FERIC or 
Forintek is transferred via 
field demonstrations given 
by researchers, seminars, 
videoconferencing, 

trade publications and 
training activities. 


cultural activities. 


Some 700 young 
people aged 5 to 19 


have now benefited 
from this initiative, 


which included 
preparing a treaty 
between the two 
communities’ 
students and holding sensitization workshops 

on racism. These activities gave the participants a greater 
understanding and acceptance of each other’s cultures and 


Knowledge transfer 
At the heart of the Forest Innovation Partnership 


In order to effectively 
Workshop Bontrolling the hie pine weevil and clister rust, reach forestry stakeholders, 
Mont-Laurier, September 2004 the Forest Innovation 
Partnership relies on a network of regional partners consisting of some 
15 organizations whose forestry expertise is renowned. They include 
forestry associations, educational establishments and organizations 
devoted to knowledge transfer. The role of regional partners is to help 
implement Forest Innovation Partnership initiatives in their respective 
areas and convey regional concerns to those overseeing the 

Forest Innovation Partnership. 


ae 


promoted reconciliation between individuals and healthier 
relations between the communities. 


Some of the most popular activities are workshops on controlling 

the white pine weevil and white pine blister rust, which occurred in a 
number of regions in 2003 and 2004, namely Abitibi-Témiscamingue, 
Estrie, Montérégie, Lanaudiére, Laurentides, Mauricie and Outaouais. 
The purpose of the initiative was to inform stakeholders about the 
silviculture techniques developed by CFS researchers to counter these 
forest pests. Forest engineers and technicians working in private forests 
attended the half-day workshops and now have the information they 
need to adopt these innovative techniques in their forestry practices. 


Following this project, there has been a noticeable decrease 
in racist behaviour, social tension, and verbal and physical 
violence among the communities’ youth. According to 
Dominique Bouchard, who initiated the project, “before this 
project happened, it wasn’t uncommon for a bunch of 
Aboriginal kids to come to the skateboard park and take it 
over, chasing away the non-Aboriginal kids who were using 
it. Then the non-Aboriginal kids would retaliate by 
committing acts of theft and vandalism in the Aboriginal 
community. Thanks to this project, we have seen a big 


reduction in this kind of intimidation and violence.” For more information, contact the Forest Innovation Partnership at 
There has also been a noticeable improvement in (418) 648-5254 or visit its Web site www.partenariat.qc.ca. 
communication between the various agencies and 

workers in the two communities. SCF: Canadian Forest Service of Natural Resources Canada 


FERIC: Forest Engineering Research Institute of Canada 


The Inter-Community Harmony project enjoyed Forintek: Wood Products Research Institute of Canada 
great support from many partners, including the Public 
Safety and Emergency Preparedness Canada's National by Chantal Turbis, Canadian Forest Service 
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publique du Québec. In 2003, this project received the 
Award for Excellence from the Réseau québécois de Villes 
et Villages en santé [Quebec network of healthy cities and 
towns], as a project that had distinguished itself by the high 
degree of collaboration between its various partners, 

among other things. 


For more information, contact Pierre Vicaire, project 
coordinator at (506) 789-3152. 
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Human Resource Centres of Canada for 
Students opening soon for summer 2005 


Most Human Resource 
Centres of Canada for 
Students (HRCC-S) will 
open for business on 
May 2 this year. Every 
summer for the past 37 
years, over 250 students 
have been working at 
these approximately 90 
service outlets located 
throughout Quebec, 
helping other stud -nts 
to find summer jobs. 


If you are an employer, 
business owner or 


invite you to offer a 

student a job this summer. 

Do you need a full-time 
employee, or someone 

who would be willing to spend a 
few hours doing odd jobs around 
your home or place of business? 
We know qualified students who 
are eager to help you out. 


If you are a student, we encourage 


you to visit an HRCC-S to help 


prepare your résumé, or to see our 
postings for jobs in your region and 


throughout Canada. We can even 
give you the chance to take a 
practice inter’ iew. 


1 800 935-5555 or vis 
homeowner, HRCC-S youth.ge.ca 


Youth Employment 
Strategy 


In summer 2004, HRCC-S received 
52,724 job offers and filled 50,577 
of them. The team of summer 
employment officers made several 
presentations to various organizations 
and educational institutions in their 
communities and held over 2,655 
group information sessions. 


For more information about the 
programs and services offered under 
the Government of Canada’s Youth 
Employment Strategy, call our 
toll-free Youth Info Line at 1 (800) 
935-5555 or visit our Web site 
at www.youth.gc.ca. 


The social economy: A priority for 


the Government of Canada 


In its federal budget announcement 
in March 2004, the Government of 
Canada expressed its determination 
to help social economy enterprises 
in a number of ways, including 
giving them access to a range 

of programs currently offered to 
small businesses. It also provided 
new funding through pilot 
programs that will strengthen 
capacity building, financing and 
research for the social economy. 


Social economy enterprises are run 
like businesses, producing goods 
and services. However, they manage 
their operations and redirect their 
surpluses in pursuit of social and 
community goals, such as affordable 
housing, skills development, 
promoting civic participation 

and addressing local 

environmental challenges. 


Quebec’s social economy is 

growing steadily. It includes 

over 7,150 enterprises 
(co-operatives and non-profit 
organizations) that have 

combined gross sales of $17.2 billion 
and employ 124,000 people. 


To support the social economy, the 
Government of Canada will invest: 


> $17 million over two years for a pilot 
program for community capacity 
building, including $5.1 million for 
agencies that provide support to 
social economy enterprises in Quebec 
that will be launched this spring; 


» $100 million over five years to 
provide financing for social economy 
enterprises, including $30 million for 
social economy enterprises in 


Quebec; and 


> $15 million over five years to the 
Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada, to 
support research projects on the 
social economy. 


These initiatives have been planned 
and implemented in consultation 
and co-operation with Quebec’s 
social economy sector, so that they 
complement the activities of 


Quebec’s main social economy 
organizations and of the 
Government of Quebec. 


More information about this new 
program is available through 
your regional CED office 

(visit www.dec-ced.gc.ca for 
contact information). 


One of the priorities of HRCC-S is 
to create employment opportunities 
for clients with special needs, such 
as students with disabilities and 
students who must overcome 
barriers to employment. 


FOR INFORMATION ON GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA PROGRAMS AND SERVICES: 


Dominique Richer 
Managing Editor = ee 
Phone: (418) 648-4820 ext. 319. 
Fax: (418) 648-7342. 

E-mail: richerdo@agr.gc.ca 
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ral Team Quebec consists of 


representatives of some 20 federal f 


departments and agencies. It is part 
of the Canadian Rural Partnership, 
the strategy adopted by the 
Government of Canada to support 
the development of rural and remote 
communities. 


Rural Team Quebec’s mission is to 
support rural communities in their 
development activities and to foster 
young people’s integration in and 
contribution to their communities. 


Since its creation in 1998, it has, 
among other things, organized a 
number of information and dialogue 
sessions in the various regions of 
Quebec. These meetings had a dual 
purpose: to help the Government of 
Canada gain a better understanding 
of the rural community, its challenges 
and possibilities, and to enable 
communities to gain a firm grasp 

of their own issues. Rural Team 
Quebec has also set up four regional 
rural teams (Eastern Townships, 
Lower St. Lawrence, Abitibi- 
Témiscamingue and Monteérégie) to 
liaise between federal stakeholders 
and local partners in those regions. 


Horizon Rural is a publication 
produced by Rural Team Quebec 
specifically for the residents of the 
rural and remote communities of 
Quebec. The first issue, distributed 
by the Rural Secretariat, presents a 
clear picture of the many youth- 
oriented initiatives and projects 

to which the Government of Canada 
has contributed. 


For more information, contact the 
Rural Secretariat by telephone at 
1-877-295-7160 toll-free, or visit 
the Web site at www.rural.gc.ca. 


Discovering Agri- 


It is not always easy to convince 
young people to stay in rural areas 
as they decide on their future plans. 
With that in mind, the Nicolet- 
Bécancour Community Futures 
Development Corporation (CFDC) 
recently launched an innovative 
project called Discovering Agri- 
Food, designed to help young 
people between the ages of 14 and 
24 discover the various career 
options available to them in the 
agri-food sector. 


Lucie Proulx, of the Nicolet- 
Bécancour CFDC, pointed to the 
lack of succession in this sector 

as a key factor in the development 
of this project. “The agri-food sector 
is both a vital economic activity 
and a major employer in the 
Regional County Municipalities of 
Bécancour and Nicolet- Yamaska,” 
she said. “We wanted to find a way 
to encourage youth to choose 
agriculture and agri-food as a 
viable career choice.” 


Launched in September 2003, 

the project had three components. 
First, awareness sessions aimed 

at promoting employment and 
entrepreneurial prospects in farming, 
food processing and marketing of 


: ood for young people 
between the ages of 14 and 24 


agricultural 
products in 

the Regional 
County 
Municipalities 
of Bécancour 
and Nicolet- 
Yamaska, were 
held in five 
local high 
schools. More 
than 1,000 
third-and 
fourth-year 
high school students, as well as a 
group of young peopie being 
trained at the Youth Employment 
Centre for re-entry into the labour 
force, participated in this activity. 


Then, in December 2003, a group 
of 50 young people participated in 
the other two parts of the project 
over two days: a tour of agri-food 
enterprises in the region, and a day 
where participants were given a 

full range of information on career 
possibilities and future prospects, as 
well as entrepreneurship workshops. 


“The participants told us they 
learned a great deal about the area 
in which they live and about job 
prospects in the agri-food sector. 


Some statistics on Quebec’s rural sector 


Did you know that... 


In 2001: 21.5 per cent of Quebec’s population lived in rural communities. 
Quebec had the highest number of farms with home computers. 

From 1996 The employment rate increased faster in Quebec’s 

to 2000: rural communities than in Canada’s rural communities as a whole. 

in 1996: The youngest populations and those with the most children 


were in northern and Aboriginal communities. 


Rural communities have the largest percentage of persons with 


less than Grade 9 education. 


There were fewer single-parent families and elderly Pope e 
living alone in rural communities than in urban cen 


Source: Statistics Canada 


Publications 


The project will allow local young 
people to make an enlightened 
career choice, while contributing 
to the vitality of the community,” 
Ms. Proulx stated. 


Many partners contributed to the 
success of this project, which was 
funded in part by the Canadian 
Agricultural Rural Communities 
Initiative (CARCI), a program the 
Rural Secretariat administers. 


For more information on this 
initiative, contact Renée Fortin, 
Program Officer, Rural Secretariat, 
at 1-877-295-7160 toll-free, 

or Lucie Proulx of the Nicolet- 
Bécancour CFDC at (819) 233-3315. 
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ational Rural Youth Network 


Youth from rural and remote areas across the country 

are coming together through the National Rural Youth 
Network to help build a brighter future for their 
communities. With their enthusiasm and innovative ideas, 
they are working together to meet this goal by building 
partnerships and getting other youth involved. 


Since the launch of the National Rural Youth Network at 
the National Rural Conference in April 2002, a group of 
dedicated steering committee members has been busy 
putting together terms of reference, producing the Rural 
Youth Organizations Guide and contacting organizations 
to partner with. 


— 
eer —s- The new National Rural Youth Network Council will 
“== continue where the steering committee left off. The 
m= Council’s 13 members, representing all provinces 
oa and territories, were selected during the first National 
youn ae Rural Youth Conference held in 2003. 
vw The Council has identified several key activities for 
= 2003-04. They are working to strengthen the Network 
pm by increasing its membership and establishing subcom- 
a | mittees on important youth issues. They will market and 
parm promote the Network, and will encourage communication 
-nelarandl and information exchange through a Network Web site. 
cS The Council is working on building partnerships with 


N 


youth from the Americas and the Caribbean. 


The National Rural Youth Network is a 165-member 
organization of youths between the ages of 18 and 29 who 


brings together youth from across Canada 


The National Rural Youth Network Council 


represent rural, remote and northern communities across the country. It is 
an important forum for members across the country to connect with peers, 
learn from one another, and share information. The Rural Youth On-line 
Discussion Group (www.rural.ge.ca/dialogue/youth/listserv_e.phtml) helps 
young people from across the country stay in touch and keep 

up-to-date on the Network activities. 


For more information on the Network, please call 
1-888-781-2222. 


Building rural communities 
for success in the 21° century 


The Government of Canada’s commitment to communi- 
ties—large and small—is clear from the 2004 Speech 
from the Throne. Rural communities play an important 
role in the national social and economic fabric, and 
Canada cannot thrive as a country without strong rural 
communities. That’s why the government finds it so 
important that it help to provide communities and families 
with tools to find local solutions to address local 
problems. 


Canadians, including participants at the 2002 National 
Rural Conference in Charlottetown, PEI, have made it 
clear that they expect their governments to work together 
for the common good. The Speech from the Throne 
articulates the Government of Canada’s determination to 
work with provincial and territorial governments, which 
is consistent with ongoing rural development efforts. 


Some of the initiatives outlined in the Throne Speech, 
which are of particular interest to rural, remote and 
northern communities, are: 


* Developing a Northern strategy, ensuring that economic development related 
to energy and mining is brought on stream in partnership with Northern 
Canadians and based on stewardship of our most fragile ecosystems. 


¢ Safeguarding access to international markets and ensuring that farmers are 
not left to bear alone the consequences of circumstances beyond their control. 


¢ Working closely with other levels of government to assist communities of 
all sizes by putting more money into the hands of municipalities. 


¢ Leading in the establishment of a strong and responsive health care system 
and providing new opportunities to address the health challenges unique to 
rural areas and improving access to health care. 


¢ Widening the scope of programs currently available to small and 
medium-sized enterprises to include social enterprises, to enhance the 
social and environmental conditions in communities. 


The Government of Canada’s direction, as described in the 2004 Speech 
from the Throne, will ensure that every region of the country has the 
opportunity to move forward, socially and economically. 


Quebec representative on the National 
Rural Youth Network Council 


Stéphanie Maynard, of Notre- 
Dame-de-I’{le-Perrot, represents 
Quebec on the National Rural Youth 
Network Council. She is one of the 
13 new members of this board of 
directors chosen by the participants 
of the first National Rural Youth 
Conference, in May 2003. 


“My role is to represent the rural 
young people of Quebec and to 
foster the creation of a national 
network that can meet the needs of 
young Canadians,” Maynard stated. 


The Quebec representative considers 
the Network a unique opportunity 
for young people aged 18 to 29 to 
express their views on topical issues 
and to share their concerns with the 
Government of Canada. It’s also an 
excellent way for them to meet and 
engage in discussions with their 
peers from all parts of the country. 


“We can take note of the many 
similarities between our 
communities,” she says. “We 
discuss possible solutions to the 
numerous rural problems, we share 
information and we exchange ideas.” 


Maynard, who is also a spokesperson 
for the National Network, has been 
active in her community for many 
years. She has recently been 
developing a project for young 
people living in the outskirts of 
Montréal. The project will make it 
easier for them to learn about and 
understand the agricultural sector 
through a number of school activities. 
Maynard is also a member of the 
youth subcommittee established by 
Rural Team Quebec. 


Stéphanie Maynard 


Street work in rural communities 


Street work can take different forms 
in different communities. For 
Ressource Alternative des Jeunes 
de Bellechasse, it means maintaining 
contact with the young people of 

19 rural municipalities in the 
Chaudiere-Appalaches region of 
Quebec, while respecting their values 
and lifestyles. This organization’s 
project was established in 1996; in 
the last two years, it has reached out 
to young people between the ages 
of 12 to 25 in the Regional County 
Municipality of Bellechasse, with 
the collaboration of Health Canada 
and many other partners, such as 
the Fonds Jeunesse Québec 
(Quebec youth fund), Centraide 
Québec (the Quebec United Way) 
and the Regional Board of 
Chaudiére-Appalaches. 


“Our goal is to make young people 
more autonomous and responsible 
by being a constant, preventive 
presence in their everyday lives,” 
says street worker Patrick Ouellet. 


Over the years, street workers have 
developed specific strategies for 
dealing with young people 
experiencing difficulties. 
DETECTION, INFORMATION, 
REFERENCE 


and ACCOUNTABILITY have 
become their keywords. 


“The impact has been positive on 
the entire community. For example, 
our activities have brought a dozen 
young people back to school. Our 
work has also made a number of 
local organizations more aware of 
the specific needs of young people,” 
Ouellet noted. 


To demonstrate the benefits of this 
project, a researcher specializing in 
health promotion, working in close 
cooperation with Bellechasse street 
workers over the past two years, has 
produced an analysis that confirms 
the merits of street work. According 
to Monique Bélanger of Health 
Canada, “this reference document is 
intended to help better understand 
street work and is a useful tool for 
anyone interested in working with 
young people.” 


For more information, contact 
Patrick Ouellet of Ressource 
Alternative des Jeunes de 
Bellechasse at (418) 887-7117, 
or Monique Bélanger, Program 
Consultant, Health Canada 

at (514) 283-6861. 


Over the past few months, Indian and Northern 
Affairs Canada has webcasted Connecting Youth in 
Canada, a pilot project that uses the latest technology 
to connect young Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
youth aged 14 to 17. 


Connecting Youth in Canada consists of four 
30-minute live webcasts from one Inuit community 
and three First Nations communities in Nunavut, 
British Columbia, the Yukon and Quebec. A discussion 
was held in each of the communities on a specific 
theme: the richness of cultural diversity; facing the 
challenges of youth, perception as reality, and exploring 
other cultures and societies. 


For many students, the webcasts opened a window 
on the lives of Aboriginal youth living in different 
parts of Canada, helping them learn about Aboriginal 
peoples and their culture and history. 


“The webcast was very interesting,” said one student 
participant. “It showed us people from another 
province, and how they live in their own societies 
compared to how we live in ours.” 


The students did not simply watch the webcasts. In 
classes from coast to coast, they e-mailed questions to 
the Aboriginal students in the communities where the 
discussions took place. This enabled youth in various 
parts of the country to talk and get to know each 
other better. 


“We had a chance to see and hear about how they 
live, instead of just forming our own ideas,” added 
another student. 


The four Connecting Youth in Canada webcasts are 
available on-line. To find out more about the subject 
or watch the webcasts, go to www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/co 
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Are you a student? 
This place is 
designed for you 


Are you a student? Do you want 
to work this summer? The Human 
Resource Centres of Canada for 
Students (HRCC-S) is here to 
serve you. 


Do you know that in Quebec nearly 
300 students strive to help other 
students gain work experience? 
The summer employment officers 
will creatively guide you through 
the various programs and services 
the Government of Canada offers. 


It's a fact. In these centres, the 
summer employment officers, all 
students, give their fellow students 
a hand in their summer job hunting. 
The officers provide a wide range 
of services, free of charge, by 
coaching young students in their 
search for a job. 


And that's not all. The summer 
employment officers also canvass 
employers and can refer keen 
qualified prospects to them for 

the summer months. For 35 years, 
HRCC-S employees provide a link 
between students seeking stimulating, 
rewarding employment and employers 
looking for students with curiosity 
and drive. Whether in person, by 
telephone or by Internet, you can be 
assured of the best possible service. 


The HRCC-S, a program of the 
Youth Employment Strategy, are 
generally open from May to July. 
So don't wait. Contact your nearest 
Human Resource Centre of Canada. 
For more information, visit the Web 
site at www.drhe-hrdc.ge.ca. 


o 


FOR INFORMATION ON GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA PROGRAMS AND SERVICES: 


Phone: 1-800-0-CANADA (1-800-622-6232) 
TTY/TDD: 1-800-465-7735 


Web: www.canada.gc.ca 


Service Canada Access Centres/Centres 
d'accés Service Canada 


Youth Web site: Finding everything is just a click away 


Have you heard? From now on, 
you'll be able to find all the on-line 
youth resources on the youth Web 
site YouthPath. This centralized 
Internet portal is for young people 
aged 15 to 30. You’ll find a whole 
range of programs and services 
offered to young people by the 
Government of Canada. 


Remember the Web address: 
www.youth.ge.ca. It will take you 
to a single access point for lots of 
pertinent information on jobs, 
education, health and wellness, 
sports and recreation, science 

and technology, the environment 
and more. 


YouthPath brings together a variety 
of partners: 18 federal government 
departments and agencies, public- 


Rural Dialogue in the Eastern Townships 


Do young people in the Regional 
County Municipality of Le Granit 
like their region? Do they feel 
involved in the development of 
their community? How could they 
become more involved? How could 
access to the services they need be 
improved? These are some of the 
questions that were the subject of a 
Rural Dialogue last fall involving 
young people, community 
stakeholders and Government 

of Canada representatives in the 
Lac Mégantic region. 


Organized by members of the 
Eastern Townships Rural Team, 
this exercise sought to identify 

the issues, needs and proposals for 


Dominique Richer 
Managing Editor - 
Phone: (418) 648-4820 ext. 319 
Fax: (418) 648-7342 
E-mail: richerdo@agr.gc.ca 


If you have a story idea, comment, Letter to the Editor, or would like to 
receive a copy of this newsletter, contact the Rural Horizon at: 


Room 350-4, 901 Cap-Diamant Street 
Quebec, Quebec 

G1K 4K1 

Web site: www.rural.gc.ca 


improving the quality of life of the 
region’s young people. This brain- 
storming session allowed participants 
to express their views and share 
ideas on various ways of achieving 
this objective. 


The Rural Dialogue, one element 

of the Canadian Rural Partnership, 
allows the Government of Canada 
to better understand the issues of 

rural communities. It also provides 
an opportunity for rural Canadians 
to influence the policies, programs 
and services of the Government of 
Canada that affect them. The Rural 
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his publication is also available electronically 
following address: www.rural.ge. calteam/qciquebec_ e,phtml 


ISSN No. 1710-2596 


AAFC No. 2251 E 


and private-sector organizations and 
community stakeholders. 

Reliable and diverse local, regional 
and national information is presented 
in a lively way. The site is the 
responsibility of Human Resources 
Development Canada and is funded 
by the Treasury Board of Canada. 


A single address for young people: 
www.youth.ge.ca. It’s got everything! 


Pare des Vétérans, Lac-Mégantic 


Dialogue gives communities 

the means to clarify issues that 
concern them and to find new ideas 
and approaches that will help them 
address challenges and seize 
opportunities. 


For more information on the 
Canadian Rural Partnership, the 
Rural Dialogue and the Eastern 
Townships Rural Team, call 
1-888-781-2222 toll-free, or visit 
the Web site at www.rural.gc.ca. 
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Maison familiale rurale: 
A concept that is making inroads 
What is Maison Familiale Rurale (MFR)? It is a school that emerged 


from consensus within the community, using alternating work-study 
sessions for Secondary II, IV and V students. MFR lets students 


Who Are We? acquire a general and vocational education that is tailored to the labour 
needs of the rural locations in which the schools are located. There are 
Rural Team Quebec is more than 1,000 MFRs in some 30 countries around the world. 
composed of representatives from 
various federal departments and In June 1998, a dozen volunteers from the Municipalité régionale 
Organizations as well as a few key de comté du Granit (MRC du Granit) joined together to start the first 
rural development organizations in Maison Familiale Rurale in Quebec. In its first year, the new 
Quebec. Our mission is to support educational institution welcomed 28 young people from the rural region 
rural community development and of Le Granit and surrounding areas who wanted general and vocational S 
to promote the integration and training in agriculture and forestry. Five years later, more than 300 stu- Seurce MER = Quever 
participation of young people in their dents have attended the MFR du Granit, 
communities throughout Quebec's which has an occupational sector graduation rate that is higher than the regional average. 


rural areas. Rural Team Quebec is 
part of the Canadian Rural 
Partnership, the strategy adopted 
by the Government of Canada to 
support sustainable development in 
rural and remote communities. 


In 2003, the MRC du Granit’s CLD [local 
development centre] launched a centre for the 
promotion and development of MFRs in Quebec 
on the strength of the schools’ success and the 
interest from Quebec’s rural areas in this 
educational method that is the only one of its 
kind in Canada to integrate youth training and 
local development. Mr. Daniel Lambert, the 
centre’s project manager, indicates that there are 
currently a dozen rural communities in Quebec 
that have expressed interest in, and begun the 
process of implementing this kind of educational 
institution in agriculture, forestry, trade, tourism 
and other fields. The goal of the centre is to 
develop five MFRs in various sectors by 2006. 


What do we do? 


Since its inception in 1998, 

the team has mobilized federal 
players on rural issues, consulted 
with and brought stakeholders from 
different regions together, most 
notably through the creation of four 
Regional Rural Teams (Eastern 
Townships, Lower St. Lawrence, 
Abitibi- Temiscamingue and 
Montérégie), and organized forums, 


meetings, and roundtable ee en EA choc In this 1SSUE 

discussions. Rural Team Quebec 

also shares information about According to Mr. Lambert, the community must get involved in setting 

programs and services available in up and running the MFR if it is to succeed. “This is an exceptional rural 

rural areas and maintains a dialogue development tool that gets families involved and mobilizes the Protecting marine resources from Les 

with citizens in rural communities to community to work toward its own development.” Escoumins to the Betsiamites River 

better identify their local and 

regional concerns. A number of partners in the field and two levels of government have The future of youth in rural areas 
supported the creation of the MFR-Quebec centre. The Government of —A priority 

For more information on Canada’s contribution has helped to create a university-level training 2 

Rural Team Quebec and the program on the alternating training model for educators who work at Conflicts are managed 

Canadian Rural Partnership, visit MERs. This unique alternative education model could also be peacefully in the MRC of Maskinongé 

our Web site at www.rural.gc.ca or transplanted to other Canadian rural communities outside Quebec. Testis: The bridge between the pas 

contact Monique Martin, Regional Sed the fate 

Advisor at the Rural Secretariat, For more information on the MFR-Quebec centre, please contact Mr. 3 

at (418) 648-4820, ext. 322. Lambert, at (819) 583-4411, extension 222, or Ms. Renée Fortin, Rural 


High-speed Internet contributes 


Secretariat Program Officer, at 1-877-295-7160. 
, to rural development 


Promotional tour to raise awareness of 
the YouthPath Web site 
4 


Canada 
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1 Les EeCautpiae to the Betsiamites River: 


| Protecting and harnessing marine resources 


On the Upper North Shore, a thirteen 
member coastal committee (made up 
of municipal, Aboriginal, fishing, 
environmental, economic development, 
marine mammal observation and 
citizen representatives) is learning 
about the local coastal zone, 
managing its use and participating 
in the decision-making process. It is 
a concrete example of integrated 
coastal zone management that was 
initiated by Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada in 1996 and which 
continues to receive support from 
the community. 


Result 

Once introduced to integrated 
management and equipped with 
thematic maps that illustrated 
various uses for the coast and the 
aquatic habitats it contained, local 
stakeholders. developed 
management goals that targeted 
the coastal environment and its 
resources, then proposed a plan 
of action. This is the action plan 
that has been applied along 

85 km of coastline. 


Here are a few of the committee’s 
achievements: 
» Production of a list of research 
projects conducted each year in 
the coastal zone; 


» Annual awareness-raising activity 
for 5th grade students to let them 
discover the coastal zone; 


» Positioning of the soft-shell clam 
industry (500 jobs), which resulted in 
the creation of a soft-shell clam fishers’ 


association; the adoption of new 
regulations on the harvesting of 
mollusks under the Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada Fisheries Act; and 
the adoption of new rules concerning 
the processing of soft-shell clams by 
the Quebec Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 


The actions of the coastal 
committee are not only a source 
of inspiration for other similar 
processes in Canada; they also 
produce tangible benefits for the 
community. The money invested 
annually by Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada results in benefits to the 
community that are worth up to 
six times more than the 

initial investment. 


This integrated coastal zone 
management initiative was 
developed under the Canada Oceans 
Act. Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
supports communities that wish to 
mobilize in order to manage their 
coastal zone in an integrated 
fashion in cooperation with all key 
stakeholders in the region. 


For more information about this 
initiative, contact Jean Morisset 

at Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 

at 1 (800) 463-1729, or by email, 
at morissetj@dfo-mpo.gc.ca or 
Jean-Marie Beélisle, of the 

Les Escoumins to Betsiamites River 
coastal committee at 

(418) 231-2181, 
www.comite-cotier.org. 


Source: Les Escoumins to the Betsiamites River coastal committee 


The future of youth in rural areas—A priority 


On April 16, 2004, the Honourable Lucienne Robillard, then Minister of 
Industry and Minister responsible for the Economic Development Agency 

of Canada for the Regions of Quebec, announced the extension of the Youth 
Strategy for a period of two years ending March 31, 2006. An additional $6 
million will be earmarked for this important initiative put forward by Canada 
Economic Development (CED) in cooperation with the Quebec Community 
Futures Development Corporations (CFDC). This extension will help ensure 
that young people are able to take an active part in their region’s economy. 


The CED/CFDC Youth Strategy aims to slow the migration of youth to 

large urban centres by helping young men and women in rural areas build a 
promising future for themselves in their own communities. It helps young local 
entrepreneurs develop business plans in their own community and encourages 
them to acquire, start up, 
expand or modernize their 
business. It also promotes 
the employability of young 
people while emphasizing 
their social, cultural and 
economic commitment in 
areas remote from the large 
cities of Quebec. 


The Youth Strategy has 

el Tahal Chauthied Wy Gratien Dab Hondeable Lusienne Robilla! consistently proved its 

M. Steven Maheux et M. Pierre Pinard effectiveness by enabling 
entrepreneurs aged 18 to 35 who live in areas served by the CFDCs to build 
a future at home. Results for the period from November 1997 to March 31, 
2003 clearly demonstrate that this is the case. In fact, 2,731 entrepreneurs 
have received support through the Youth Strategy, thus promoting the creation 
or expansion of 2,250 businesses. Over the same period, $29.9 million were 
invested, generating an investment total of $198.7 million in the very heart 
of these regions of Quebec. The Youth Strategy has also contributed to the 
creation and retention of 8,000 jobs in Quebec’s rural areas. 


The extension of the Youth Strategy will without a doubt continue its 
successful path and allow many more young entrepreneurs to take their 
future into their own hands. 


For more information on the Youth Strategy, visit the CFDCs Network 
Web site at www?2.reseau-sadc.qc.ca. 


Source: Les Escoumins to the Betsiamites River coastal committee 
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Conflicts are managed 
peacefully in the 
Municipalite Regionale de 
comte de Maskinongé 


Left untended, conflicts 

can sometimes lead 
to violence. It is 
essential to take steps to prevent and manage 
them in a peaceful manner as soon as they 
emerge. This is what Ressources Alternatives 
Maskinongé [alternative resources organization] 
has undertaken by setting up its conflict 
resolution project. 


The community organization, which serves 
the Municipalité régionale de comté (MRC) 
de Maskinongé, started by conducting a study 
that showed an increase in youth harassment 
and violence, particularly at the elementary 
level, as well as a lack of resources outside 
of school to help youth and families deal 
with conflict. 


In order to address the situation, the organization 
urged youth to become aware of the impact of 
their actions and taught them a peaceful conflict 
resolution alternative. It also helped adults do a 
better job of helping their children through the 
process. Information was given on support, 
conflict resolution and mediation services 
available from Ressources Alternatives 
Maskinongé. Volunteer mediators were 
recruited and trained to assist citizens as 

they resolved their conflicts. 


To support its actions, the organization 
developed some promotional and informational 
tools. A card summarizing the steps to take 
when a conflict arises was given to students in 
participating schools. A flyer listing the 
organization’s mediation services was sent 

to some sixty merchants and distributed 
throughout the MRC de Maskinongé’s 

public areas. 


An important partnership developed around 
the conflict resolution project. Fifteen schools 
and organizations took part in the process and 
the expertise of a researcher was put to good 
use in developing the requirement study. 

The initiative also received support from the 
Department of Public Safety and Emergency 
Preparedness Canada’s National Crime 
Prevention Strategy, in cooperation with the 
Quebec Department of Public Security. 


Through this project, the MRC de Maskinongé 
community has clearly demonstrated its 
determination to promote a more harmonious 
social fabric and a safer living environment. 
For more information, please contact 

Ms. Laure Gaillardetz and Ms. Linda Provengal 
of Ressources Alternatives Maskinongé, 

at (819) 228-8693. 
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Treaties 


t and the future 


In Canada, there may be Aboriginal rights and titles which have not 

been dealt with by treaties and these form the basis for comprehensive land 
claims by certain Aboriginal groups. Over the past few years, the Supreme 
Court of Canada has invited all parties involved to negotiate a solution to 
these issues as legal channels are more costly, time consuming and 
unpredictable than negotiations. 


This is why the government has developed a policy governing 
comprehensive land claim settlements with First Nations which is based 

on the negotiation of treaties. Treaties provide certainty and clarity of rights 
of all parties as regards ownership and the use of lands and resources. 


The Government of Canada has undertaken treaty negotiations with the 
First Nations of Québec, namely with the Innu, in order to eliminate any 
uncertainty that prevails over land ownership and its use, management and 
regulations as well as the application of relevant legislation. On March 31, 
2004, First Nation representatives from the four Innu communities of 
Mamuitun mak Nutashkuan (Betsiamites, Essipit, Mashteuiatsh and 
Nutashkuan) and the Governments of Québec and Canada signed an 
Agreement in Principle of a General Nature which will serve as the 

basis of the negotiations towards the treaty. 


In order to ensure that the 
interests of non-Aboriginals 
are respected as regards Innu 
land claims, the Government 
of Canada intends to hold a 
series of information and 
consultation sessions in the 
administrative regions of 
Saguenay—Lac-Saint-Jean 
and the North Shore. 


Agreement-in- 
Principle of a 
General Nature 


between the First Nations of Mamuitun 
and Nutashkuan 
and the Government of Quebec 
and the Government of Canada 


The certainty stemming from 
the future treaty will allow the 
development of a sustainable 
development framework that 
will benefit the First Nations 
and communities in the 
administrative regions of 
Saguenay—Lac-Saint-Jean 

and the North Shore. 


Canada 


wh) Québec 


The economic stability resulting from the treaty will create a climate 
that will foster private investment and stimulate economic activity and 
partnerships between Aboriginal groups and non-Aboriginal groups. 
Several business leaders estimate that an injection of funds in the region 
as a result of land claim settlements stimulates and diversifies the local 
economy. However, the absence of treaties has several consequences 
among which an economic slowdown, accumulation of costly litigation 
and uncertainty as to the development of the territory. 


To obtain further information on the Agreement in Principle of a General 
Nature or any other information pertaining to comprehensive land claims, 
please consult the Indian and Northern Affairs Canada Web site at the 
following address: www.inac-ainc.gc.ca. 
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Promotional tour to raise awareness of 
the YouthPath Web site 


me High-speed Internet contributes 
to rural development 


While the focus in the 

20th century was on building 
roads, the 21st century will be 
characterized by high-speed 
telecommunications networks. 
Broadband services (also known 
as high-speed Internet services) 
are used to send or receive huge 
quantities of information via the 
Internet. This technology is capable 
of bringing people together even 
though they are in different 
locations—from a physician in 
Montréal treating a patient in the 
Gaspé, to third-grade students in 
Saint-Tite visiting a science centre 
in Ottawa. Such feats are nearly 
impossible with simple telephone 
dial-up access. 


Here are just some of the 
advantages of having a high-speed 
connection: 
> Commercial farm enterprises can 
use high-speed access to enable the 
exchange of information 
between stables. 


» High-speed Internet teleconferencing 
allows businesses to hold meetings to 
discuss urgent issues, thus minimizing 


or eliminating entirely the travel costs 


associated with face-to-face meetings. 


> High-speed Internet services allow 
teachers to consult schoolbooks and 
exercises on line and incorporate 
them into their classes. 


FOR INFORMATION ON GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA PROGRAMS AND SERVICES: 


Phone: 1-800-0-CANADA (1-800-622-6232) 
TTY/TDD: 1-800-465-7735 


Web: www.canada.gc.ca 


Service Canada Access Centres 


A promotional tour will hit the 
road this fall to raise awareness of 
the programs and services available 
from the www.youth.gc.ca site. 
Representatives of Human 
Resources and Skills Development 
Canada, in partnership with 
the psychosocial resources 
of selected educational 
institutions, community 
organizations and 
organizations from the 
provincial public 
network and private 
sector businesses will 
create Youth Teams in 
high schools in various 
regions of Quebec. 


> Broadband services can also benefit 
the tourism industry by making it 
possible for travel destinations to 
promote local and historical attractions 
on-line instead of by mail. 


All of these applications are now 
possible in many rural communities, 
thanks to Industry Canada’s 
Broadband for Rural and Northern 
Development Pilot Program. 

Why travel 1,000 kilometres from 
Natashquan to Val d’Or when a 
simple click of the mouse can get 
you there via a high-speed 

Internet connection? 


These student Youth 
Teams will provide a 
multitude of services 
to their peers: interview 
simulation and advice, resumé 
templates and revision, direct 
access to the Web site, 


youth .QOc.cS 


The YouthPath Web site, 
a unique portal that includes 
all online youth resources 
for those aged 15 to 30, 
| including Anglophone 
& minorities in rural and 
remote areas, will 
allow the teams to 
support students in 
their search for 
information on jobs, 
education, health and 
well-being, etc. The Youth 
Team students will receive 
a certificate of recognition 
and participation for their 
involvement in their 


es Managing | Editor 


Fax: (418) 648-7342. 


For more information on this 
initiative, contact the regional 
Broadband for Rural and Northern 
Development Pilot Program 
manager by visiting the 
program’s Web site at 
www.broadband.ic.gc.ca, 

or by calling 1-888-237-3037. 


‘ Downiaiie Richer 


Phone: (418) 648-4820 € t. 319 


E-mail: richerdo@agr. gc.ca 


If you have a story idea, comment, Letter to the Editor, or would like to 
receive a copy of this newsletter, contact the Rural Horizon at: 


Rural Secretariat 

Room 350-4, 901 Cap-Diamant Street 
Quebec, (Quebec) 

G1K 4K1 

Web site: www.rural.gc.ca 


personality tests, information 
sessions on career prospects, 
promotion of the benefits of 
physical and psychological 
health, and follow-up for youth 
at-risk by the psychosocial 
resources in the area. 


community from the 
partners in this project. 


Students, there’s only one 
URL to remember: 
www. youth.gc.ca! 
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Smithers seniors read stories for the future _“ 


= 


The Friends of the Smithers Library is a group of energetic volunteers who support the Smithers Public-uibrary through 
various activities such as book sales and charity drives. Formed when the Smithers Public Library was in danger of 
closing in 2001, the group was able to raise enough money to keep the only public library in the area open by holding 
numerous fundraisers and obtaining generous grants from public and private organizations as well as individuals. 


Since then, the Friends’ fundraising efforts have lent continuous support 
“Having seniors read to kids is a great example to the library in its role as the cornerstone of knowledge and learning in 
of a family activity. These seniors become foster the community, serving over 8,300 residents. The Friends’ latest project 
grand-parents and the children have the chance is Seniors — Sharing Past, Present, Future, a storytelling series designed 


to interact with an older person. They get to —_to facilitate interactions between seniors and young children. 
see them tell stories about their lives and this 
opens their eyes and broadens their horizons.” ‘The seniors involved in this project have the chance to benefit from 


— Lorraine Doiron, Chair of the Friends of professional storytelling training and to share their stories with youngsters 
Smithers Library. at the library and various community events. And the children benefit from 
the storytelling as they develop an interest in literature and receive cultural 
education and interactions with adults. 


“The Seniors — Sharing Past, Present, Future” storytelling series is made possible by a grant from the New Horizons 
for Seniors Program (NHSP), an initiative from the Government of Canada to promote active living among Canadian 
seniors. 


“The activities allowed seniors to share their skills and knowledge with youth in a manner that demonstrated a positive image 
of seniors as leaders and mentors. In addition, seniors were also able to learn new skills such as professional storytelling, video 
recording and producing a DVD.” — Makiko Suzuki, New Horizons for Seniors Program 


The Friends received NHSP funding because their project is well-suited to meet 
the program’s objectives of encouraging seniors to share their skills, wisdom and For more information about 


experience through volunteerism, mentorship and civic leadership; and of promoting the New Horizons for Seniors 
Program, please contact: 


the ongoing involvement of seniors in their community to reduce the risk of isolation. 


The Friends of Smithers Library plans to continue continue the program beyond Makiko Suzuki or Louise 
the one-year NHSP funding. The seniors who have benefited from public speaking Renaud at 1-866-317-8555. 
training by professional instructors will pass on their new skills to peers who join the 

organization. 
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Get Connected to Crime Prevention Resources! 


The BC Crime Prevention Association (BCCPA) is an integrated team of citizens and police dedicated to preventing 
crime. We provide on-going province-wide education and awareness through our community partnerships, which 
promote active community participation in crime prevention initiatives. 


For further information, sign up for our free E-News Business File or BC Crime Prevention Association Listserv to 
receive monthly updates on all of our latest resources available from the Community Safety and Crime Prevention 
Library! 


The Community Safety and Crime Prevention Library (275 6450 Roberts Street, Burnaby BC) 
Our library contains books, magazines, videos, DVDs, journals, tool kits, and Community Mobilization Project final reports which present 
best practices on a vast array of crime prevention projects. 


Our ever expanding collection is catalogued in an on-line searchable database, and resources are available free of charge and may be 
shipped throughout the province. The library is open to the public from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday. Please feel free to stop by 
or call us to assist you in your search for the answers to your questions. 


BC Crime Prevention Association (BCCPA) is proud to present our new Resource Network! 

The BCCPA Resource Network is a provincial information networking and development project aimed at connecting individuals and 
organizations to crime prevention resources and knowledge. It serves to ensure collaboration, enhance partnership and capacity building, 
reduce duplication, and develop sustainable crime prevention initiatives through resource development and alliances. The goal of the 
Resource Network is for all individuals and organizations with an interest in crime prevention to be able to connect with each other to share ia 
both knowledge and materials. 


This exciting new project has been funded by the National Crime Prevention Center, Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General, and 
Access to Gaming, until March 2010. 


For more information on this effective resource sharing opportunity, or to sign up to receive a copy of the monthly library listserv, 
please contact Coordinator — Resource Network, at (604) 291-9959 Ext. 231, or library@bccpa.org. 


To learn more about BCCPA, please visit http://www.bccpa.org. 


Learning initiatives for rural and northern BC Community progression 
scorecard - a new measurement 


Community capacity building is defined as activities that position a community to better take +: 
tool for communities 


advantage of opportunities as well as to address threats to the well being of the community 
as a whole. In the winter of 2006 non-government organizations, government and academic 
institutions with a mandate to engage in community capacity building in rural, remote and “When planning, knowing where you 
northern BC gathered for a dialogue about their respective work and related issues. This currently are, is as important as knowing 
dialogue identified the absence of a collaborative and coordinated framework for organizing where you want to eventually be.” 
capacity building wou in rural, remote and northern BC. : 


AS an inal effort dress t i umber ment departments created 
es or ral and ) ie n BC (LIRN BC). Th 


stain a coordinated process that: 


level of your mm s ICT readiness blish 
the foundation for an action plan for progress in ones 
to rpamtieapats in the e-elobel and ce and Licconeeey driven 21st. 


° Invites community leaders to.define localussues and learning needs; om 

e Engages community leaders i in the process of developing learning events to address ue | 
given need; and 

® Delivers a one or two-day learning event in which community leaders learn and work in a 
manner that is ne ages. : | | 


rr 


LIRN BC’s process strives to create a safe space in | which Sou members n may fe arn and 


Seve de Goamten or too ectowtetle 
The Community Information Database (CID) is a free, internet-based resource that provides 
reliable information on economic and demographic factors for your community or region 
(www.cid-bdc.ca). This interactive tool was developed by the Rural Secretariat in collaboration 
with provincial, territorial and federal governments, and community groups to assist with 
community planning, revitalization, and development. The data is mainly from Statistics Canada’s 
Censuses of Population and is presented at various geographic levels: national, province/territory, 
Census Division, Economic Region, and community. 


| 
cro 
fe Piece your community and your information! 


Users can search a database of demographic and socio-economic information, download tables, and 
create charts. This tool benefits an array of users including community groups, private or non-profit 
community organizations, municipal, provincial and federal government policy makers, businesses, 
researchers and practitioners, universities, teachers and research organizations. The CID helps users 
in the following ways: 


Measure, assess and compare community performance 

Identify key socio-economic aspects and trends at the community level 

Compare information and analysis over time and among communities 

Analyze data across a number of layers to identify possible linkages 

Provide information and analysis essential to community development planning 
Support briefings and presentations to federal, provincial and municipal policy makers 


| an essential element of community work.” 


Mt. Robson __ : 


For more information regarding the CID or the Community Decision-Making Toolkit, contact Chris 
Nicholls toll-free at 1-888-781-2222, locally at (613) 759-7040 or email at nichollsc@agr.gc.ca 


A message from the Office of Small and 
Medium Enterprises, Pacific Region 


The Pacific Region office of Small and Medium Enterprises provides information and training services to 
small and medium enterprises that want to do business with the government. We are your advocate to help and 
support you, to hear your concerns, and to ensure you are treated fairly. 


Our objective is to identify and break down barriers so you have equal access to government contracts. Size 
and location should never exclude a business from competing for government contracts. We will collaborate 
with all government departments to find ways to increase the participation of small and medium enterprises in 
Crown procurements. 


Public Works Canada has simplified the process for consulting contracts worth up to $84,400 in value and 
construction contracts worth up to $100,000. Contracts above these threshold amounts will continue to be 
advertised on MERX (www.merx.com) — which is now free. 


Today the steps involved when seeking smaller contracts are as simple as 1-2-3. 


1. Apply for a supplier registration information number at https://srisupplier.contractscanada.gc.ca/ 
2. Sign up for the most appropriate on-line database - SELECT or Professional Services on-line. 


¢ SELECT (https://select.pwgsc-tpsgc.gc.ca) — a database of approved suppliers providing 
construction, architectural and engineering services as well as related maintenance and consulting 
Services 

e Professional Services on-line (www.pwegsc.gc.ca/acquisitions/text/ps/online-e.html) — an electronic 
procurement tool that assists federal departments in the procurement of professional services such as 
human resources and information technology. 


3. Once you are registered, your company is automatically included in the vendor rotation and there is 
reasonable assurance you will be invited to submit a proposal for a contract. 


It will take about ten minutes of your time to sign up for a supplier registration information number, and about 
30 minutes to sign up to be part of the SELECT or Professional Services on-line databases. 


In 2005/06, 58% of all public works contracts awarded in BC went to businesses with fewer than 50 
employees, and 15% went to businesses with fewer than four employees. In short, Public Works Canada 
awarded 3,656 contracts worth more than $1 billion to small and medium enterprises in B.C. and the Yukon. 
After all, small and medium enterprises account for 45% of Canada’s GDP and 60% of all jobs. 


For additional information and to arrange a workshop please contact: 
Mitsy Poirier at (604) 666 8295 or mitsy.poirier@pwegsc.gc.ca 
www. pwesc.gc.ca/sme/ 


Coming Soon... 


A NEW LOOK for the CiD! 


New homepage! 
¢ New tutorials 
¢ Training modules 
¢ How-to-use tips, and 
¢ A forum where users can share 
experiences and documents about 
community data 


New features! 
¢* Mapping interface allowing for a full 
Canada view of all communities 
¢ Enhanced statistics reporting and printing 
capability, and 
¢ Users will be able to import their own data 
sets and save their own projects 


2006 Census Data! 
¢ A fully updated and wider range set of 
indicators, more data breakdown by age 
and gender, will be included in the CID. 


This will make the CID one of the most 
comprehensive, reliable and easy to use 
sea la information available on the internet. 


q The CID is receiving excellent reviews from users. Kate Humpage, who was instrumental in developing the CID, noted 

| “Previously, communities relied on what they believed they knew about their locations. Once we work with people 

| to interpret the information and they get a clear picture of what’s actually happening, they can begin to mobilize their 

| community and develop the tools and strategies they need to get started. The CID helps to paint an accurate picture of a 

| community’s past and present, but the process of formulating an appropriate action plan rests on the slow, careful work of 

F establishing relationships and connections, and building a shared understanding of how the work will unfold. Mentorship is 


: The Rural Secretariat’s website (www.rural.gc.ca) provides information and tools, including the Community Decision- 

| Making Toolkit (www.rural.gc.ca/decision/index_e.phtml), to support community development. The toolkit contains 

| community stories which document the processes and decision-making tools used by rural communities in making decisions 
about their future. Each response is unique to the people, geography and assets of a location. The community stories and 

| tools help provide communities with ideas on how to make decisions on local issues in an empowering and inclusive way. 
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_ New Business Risk Management Programs roll out under Growing Forward 


7) A new suite of business risk management programs is rolling out under Growing Forward. These programs have been designed based 
on ideas put forward by producers. They are simple, responsive, predictable, and bankable. 


The new programs work together by providing protection for different types of losses: 


Agrilnsurance offers protection for 
production losses in specific 
crops caused by uncontrollable 
weather-related perils. It 
includes existing production 
insurance and is being 
expanded to include other 
commodities. 


Agrilnvest producer accounts help cover 
small margin declines or 

can be used for investments. 
Agrilnvest replaces coverage 
for margin declines of 15% or 
less, previously covered by the 
Canadian Agricultural Income 
Stabilization (CAIS) program. 


AgriRecovery is intended to help producers 
hit by natural disasters at a 
regional level. 


AgriStability covers larger margin declines 
caused by circumstances such 
as low prices, production 
losses, and rising input costs. 
It replaces the coverage 


previously available under Vateiveletwewatuyit(aiikee provides cash advances to help 


| CAIS, for margin declines of gram roducers with cash flow. 
' more than 15%. ihe : 


The Government of Canada is providing $600 million to kickstart AgriInvest accounts. 


Most producers will have already received a letter which tells them the amount of their AgriInvest Kickstart benefit and outlines their options. Those 
who did not automatically receive a letter need to apply before March 31, 2008. For more information on Agrilnvest Kickstart, 
call 1-866-367-8506, or visit www.agr.gc.ca/agriinvest. 


PM unveils new Community Development Trust 


A major new national initiative that will support provincial and territorial efforts “Among other things, the funds will support job training to create 
to help communities and workers buffeted by international economic turbulence — opportunities for workers in sectors facing labour shortages and community 
transition plans that foster economic development and job creation in addition 


Prime Minister Stephen Harper announced that the Government of Canada to infrastructure development that stimulates economic diversification.” 
will provide $1 billion in new funding, allocated to the provinces and 
territories, to assist communities and workers suffering economic hardship To that end, some of the investments from the Community Development Trust 


caused by volatility in global financial and commodities markets. The initiative include: 


is known as the national Community Development Trust. e Job training and skills development to meet local or regional gaps; 
e Measures to assist workers who are faced with adjustment challenges; | 
“The Government of Canada will assist vulnerable communities and laid- e Funds to develop community transition plans; | 
off workers by investing $1 billion in the Community Development Trust,” e Infrastructure projects to support diversification; and 
Prime Minister Harper said. “This is a major new national initiative under e Other economic development and diversification initiatives that will | 
international economic volatility. development, access to broadband technology, downtown revitalization 
and communication and transportation service. 
Canada’s economic fundamentals are strong and the national economy is 
well-positioned for long-term growth and prosperity. But, as an open-trading “Working together, Ottawa and all the provinces and territories can turn 
country in a world that is faced with increasing economic uncertainty, there the economic challenges we face today into economic opportunities for all 
will be difficult challenges ahead. Some Canadian communities are more Canadians tomorrow,” said the Prime Minister. 
vulnerable to this uncertainty due to a dependence on a single industry 
or employer, pressure because of exchange rate fluctuations or declining The Community Development Trust will run for three years, funded out of the | 
demands, most notably in the United States. 2007-2008 budget surplus. A base amount of $10 million will be allocated to 
each province and $3 million to each territory with the balance being allocated 
“The program is aimed at one-industry towns facing major downturns, on a per capita basis. 


communities plagued by chronic high unemployment or regions suffering 
from layoffs across a range of sectors,” said Prime Minister Harper. 


For more information on the Canadian Rural Partnership and Rural Team British Columbia 
please contact: 


FOR INFORMATION ON GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA PROGRAMS AND SERVICES: 


Phone: 1-800-0-CANADA (1-800-622-6232) 
TTY/TDD: 1-800-465-7735 


Brandon Hughes 
Regional Policy Advisor 

Rural Secretariat 

333 Victoria Street, Main Floor 
Nelson, B. 4 


Canadian Rural Partnership | Rural Team Quebec 


RURAL 


"TEAM QUEBEC 


Supporting the sustainable 
development of rural communities 


Rural Team Quebec is made up of 
representatives from more than 20 federal 
departments, and key organizations 
involved with rural development 

issues in Quebec. 


Our mission is to support the development 
of rural communities by providing information 
about federal programs and services and 
establishing partnerships. We work together as 
a team with rural and remote communities to 
support initiatives and develop tools that will 
address their needs. Our team also encourages 


the integration and participation of young 
people in their communities throughout 
the province. 


In this issue of Rural Horizon, Rural Team 
Quebec has included articles that reflect the 
different aspects of sustainable development 
within a community — environmental, 
economic and social. 


For more information on Rural Team Quebec, 
visit our Web site at www.rural.gc.ca. 
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Operation SAPPEP- | 


A project with “pep”! 


by Isabelle Lamontagne 
Public Health Agency of Canada 


Have you heard about the Opération SAPPEP project? 

It stands for Service d’aide personnalisée pour les enfants 
et leurs parents, a personalized support service for children 
and parents. Established six years ago by the Pro-Jeune-Est 
Rimouski-Neigette Agency in the Lower St. Lawrence 
region, Opération SAPPEP’s mission is to support young 
people in difficulty and their families to prevent failure at 
school and subsequent dropping out. 


The aim of Opération SAPPEP is to improve links between 
schools and families and to foster the learning potential 

of children between 6 and 12 in need by helping with 
homework. It also supports the skills of parents and 
contributes to developing a mutual help network in 

the area through the involvement of volunteers. 


Funded through the Community Action Program for Children 
of the Public Health Agency of Canada, it is delivered in 
Rimouski by the Pro-Jeune-Est Rimouski-Neigette agency 
and in Riviere-du-Loup by the Maison de la famille du 
Grand-Portage, which acts as an affiliate. 


The project has three components: “Children,” “Parents- 
Children,” and “Parents.” Help with homework (children 
component) by volunteers, also called “Teachers of Hope,” 
uses a relationship approach working with the children, 
focusing on their strengths, and helping them to progress 
and achieve success. Trust between the adult and child 

is the foundation of the intervention. A variety of socio- 
recreational activities make up the Parents-Children 
component. The Parent part includes formal and informal 
meetings, exchanging information, telephone calls and 
theme workshops. The same approach is used with the 
parents as with the children, i.e. no pressure is put on 
them, they are invited to participate in the activities 
voluntarily, and get involved gradually. 


Innovative tool 

Over the years, a tool for maximizing support for the children 
in the help with homework project has been developed. 
This GPS kit is a guide to the process for success for 
volunteers and parents. The letter G stands for gotit (desire) 
to get involved, to be motivated to do the task, P means the 
plan, or doing the task, and S means satisfaction, the pleasure 
of doing the task. The GPS kit can be used to evaluate the 
child’s progress and to measure changes in the child’s 
motivation, autonomy and self-esteem. It includes a game, 
a teaching handbook and an exercise pad. 


Convincing results 
In 2004-2005, significant improvements were noted in the 
children’s motivation. Their autonomy and self-esteem also 


/ Government 
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Spring 2006 — 
increased. Furthermore, none of the children had to repeat 
their school year and parents were found to be better 
integrated socially and professionally. A high participation 
rate of the children and parents in the various activities 


organized was noted within the three components of 
this project. 


Strong partnership 

This project is supported by various partners including 

the health and community network, elementary schools 
for referrals of the children, colleges and universities for 
referrals of the “Teachers of Hope,” the Streté du Québec 
for screening the judicial record of the “Teachers of Hope,’ 
and social clubs and private enterprises for support with 
educational supplies and food. 


, 


This project shows that innovative, intervention capabilities, 
creativity and a wide range of partners are a guarantee of 
outstanding success in a rural environment. 


For more information about this initiative, contact Adele 
Bourdreau. manager of Pro-jeune-Est Rimouski-Neigette 
agency at (418) 724-3516. 


Etienne working together with Valérie his “Teacher or Hope” 
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The Greater 

Snow Goose 

and farmland: 
Where things stand 


From time immemorial, poets and artists 
have celebrated the springtime arrival 
of the Snow Goose flocks in the skies 
over the St. Lawrence Valley in Quebec. 
While many see the geese as harbingers 
of better days, others consider the birds 
a nuisance they could gladly live 
without. And yet, the Snow Geese 

bring with them a boost to the Quebec 
economy - twenty times more than 
what they cost in damages*! 


Since the mid 1990s, the flocks’ rapid 
growth and its south-westward expansion 
in Quebec are largely due to the increase 
in corn cultivation. The geese are taking 
advantage of environmental conditions 
that are highly favourable to them. The 
greater availability of cornfields in their 
staging areas provides the birds with 

a source of high-energy food, resulting 
in healthier species and a lower natural 
mortality rate. Many scientists now 
consider the species to be overabundant. 


The management measures adopted 
by the Canadian Wildlife Service 
between 1999 and 2003 have reined 
in population growth. The results of the 
2005 spring count yielded a population 
estimate of some 814,600 birds, whereas 
projected numbers would have been 
twice that if no control measures had 
been implemented. 


Photo: Josée Lefebvre. 


One key measure introduced was the 
spring conservation harvest throughout 
the farmlands of Quebec. In addition to 
reducing goose numbers, this hunt — the 
first since 1916 — sought to limit the 
damage done by the birds in the cultivated 
fields of the St. Lawrence Valley. About 
90 per cent of the damage done affects 


fields of forage crops. According to 
the latest data, while the damage is 


still spreading, it is less severe. 


The escalating trend away from dairy 
farming in favour of intensive cash crop 
production is actually creating ideal 
conditions for Greater Snow Goose 
expansion and sharpening the challenge 
of controlling it. Specialists estimate 
that the only lasting solution for 
controlling this North American species, 
in both the medium and long term 
range, is an extended harvest south 

of the border. 


The next delicate step in the Snow 
Goose population management process 
will see the Canadian Wildlife Service 
drawing up a five-year action plan for 
keeping the continental population 
healthy enough to recover from any 
disaster, whether natural or manmade 
(epidemics, oil spills, etc.), without 
threatening the ecological integrity and 
biodiversity of their natural habitats, 
yet minimizing farming losses and 
optimizing the economic spin-off 

for local communities. 


* To find out more about Greater 
Snow Goose issues, go to Environment 
Canada’s Green Lane at: 

www.qc ec.ge.ca 


of our community 


by Michel Plamondon 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 


“There’s a lot of activity on a dock. 
Everybody’s strolling around with their 
friends or family. There are fishers 
preparing their tackle. Everyone’s 
excited. You can hear the ocean.” 
That’s how Gilles Vigneault, chairman 
of the Cap-aux-Meules Harbour 
Authority in the Magdalen Islands 
describes the atmosphere on the docks. 


Since 1990, about 40 harbour authorities 
have been created in the Gaspé, on 
the North Shore and in the Magdalen 
Islands. A harbour authority is a 
non-profit organization that operates 
and manages a fishing port according to 
local needs and government guidelines. 
Each authority is made up of volunteers 
who see to the smooth functioning of 
harbour facilities and represent the 
interests of users in dealings with 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
concerning harbour services 

and operational priorities. 


Members of the harbour authorities’ 
boards of directors use their knowledge 
to serve coastal communities. They play 
an integral role in regional economies 
that are closely tied to the sea. In these 
communities, thousands of jobs depend 
on the commercial fishery. Fishers can 
count on harbour authorities to provide 
safe and efficient facilities where they 


can unload their catches. Harbour 
authority staff members take care of 
the day-to-day management including 
maintenance and any minor repairs 
required to keep their facilities 

in top shape. 


Harbour authorities: The anchors 


Harbour authorities operate independently 
and as such they manage their own 
budgets. They establish user fees in 
accordance with the costs of minor 
and essential maintenance. Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada owns the harbours 
and is responsible for any major work that 
needs to be done. 


Communication is essential to developing 
better synergy between users and 
harbour authorities. 


“There is a very good chemistry between 
the members of my harbour authority,” 
Vigneault said, adding that they work 
well with authorities in other jurisdictions. 
“We help each other out and share our 
experiences to solve problems.” 


In Quebec, the Regional Harbour 
Authority Advisory Committee was 
launched in 2001 to counsel and advise 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada. Three of 
its members represent the interests of 
Quebec on the National Harbour 
Authority Advisory Committee. 


Perhaps other organizations in rural 
communities could follow the example 
of the harbour authorities’ volunteer 
members. They encourage co-operation 
and communication to bring their joint 
ventures to successful completion and 
create positive spin-offs for society. 


“Everyone has their say,” concludes 
Vigneault. 


Through their commitment, harbour 
authorities act as anchors to many 
communities. 


Donald Pealy, Wharfinger for the Grande-Entrée Harbour Authority, 


checking the winch used to unload fish caught by local fishers. 


Photo: Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Mr. Papageorge 


Do you have a wood 
smoke problem? 


Did you know that wood smoke contains 
more than one hundred different toxic 
substances such as polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAH), volatile organic 
compounds (VOC), fine particulate matter 
(PM2.5) and carbon monoxide (CO)? 


Indeed, on an annual basis in Québec, 
wood heating contributes to 47 percent 

of fine particulate matter emissions coming 
from human activities (industrial, transport, 
etc). This can be inhaled deep into the 
lungs. Those suffering from cardiovascular 
and respiratory disease, as well as young 
children and the elderly, are especially 
vulnerable to the presence of these 
pollutants in the air. 


Here are some tips 
to reduce wood smoke: 


DON’T... 


..use your wood stove or fireplace if you don’t 
have to 


...heat with wood when a smog alert 
is in effect unless wood heat is your main 
heating source 


...burn garbage, plastic or glossy magazines 
and cardboard 


...burn wet, green, shore driftwood, painted 
or treated wood 


...store wood in a wet environment 
...let a fire smoulder overnight 


...close your damper while 
your fire is burning 


DO... 


...use your wood stove or 
fireplace only ifyou have to 


...be informed of winter smog conditions and 
follow the advice regarding wood heating 


...make a small hot fire 
...burn clean, dry wood 


...in the city, if possible, switch to another 
type of heating 


If you must heat with wood, upgrade to a new 
EPA certified wood stove = 


Environnement Environment 
Canada anada 
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THE WAPIKONI MOBILE ADVENTURE 
Movie and music mobile takes to the road 


In the fall of 2002 Quebec filmmaker 
Manon Barbeau (Productions des Beaux 
Jours) developed the idea of a mobile 
training/production studio. Her dream? 

To deliver access to video and musical know- 
how to Quebec First Nations communities. 
Barbeau’s idea was sound: teach young 
Aboriginals who lived in rural communities 
how to use digital technology and guide them 
through the world of script development and 
production. Thus the creation of the Wapikoni 
Mobile along with the establishment of a 
non-profit organization to carry out the 
activities of this project. Working with 
the National Film Board, Barbeau and her 
Aboriginal partners unveiled the Wapikoni 
Mobile in 2003, named after a young 
Aboriginal who died in a car accident. 


The Wapikoni Mobile took to the road in 
2004. It was designed to provide young 
Aboriginals an opportunity to express 
themselves through artistic creations in video 
and music. Fostering the emergence of new 
talents and the development of new skills, the 
project also gives the participants a chance to 
break out of their day-to-day reality. They 
are able to reach out to and beyond their 
community to share their reality with others. 
It is hoped that this process will contribute to 
breaking down existing prejudices. 


The participants are given on-site training 

via workshops designed using an instructional 
method developed by Barbeau. Professional 
trainers guide participants through the learning 
process. Web workshops, given by a specialized 
trainer/facilitator, provide students with 

the opportunity to interact with other 

online participants. 


The mobile studio made its initial run in 
summer and fall 2004 to six Algonquin and 
Atikamekw communities in the Lanaudiere, 
Mauricie and Abitibi-Témiscamingue 
administrative regions: Pikogan, Lac Simon, 
Kitcisakik, Obedjiwan, Wemotaci and 


Manouane. In each community, the Wapikoni _ 


Mobile stayed for a one-month period. In 
2005, the Innu community of Mashteuiatsh, 
(Saguenay Lac-St-Jean) was added to the 
itinerary. The journey continues in 2006. 


This initiative has resulted in some 80 short 
films so far. The works produced are available 
on www.onf.ca/launchers/index.php?id=107 
Web site. They were also shown at various 
events or festivals such as Festival international 
du cinéma francophone en Acadie, Festival 
Off-courts — Trouville (France) and Festival 
du Film court de Victo. 


Reaction from the viewers is uniform. They 
leave feeling deeply moved by the films, a 
rich reward and life-altering moment for the 
young creators. Many of their lives have been 
transformed by the visit of the Wapikoni 


d Vee Wad 
Photo: Arnaud Bouquet 
Mobile with some becoming hooked on the 
industry and still others, winning prizes. 


One noticeable factor concerning the Wapikoni 
Mobile is the concerted efforts on the part 
of its financial and Aboriginal partners. 
Many federal and provincial departments 
have contributed to the success of this three- 
year pilot project. Upon completion, the 
management responsibilities and equipment 
will be transferred to the participating 
communities. 


For more information on this project, contact 
Lorraine Gagnon at Indian and Northern 
Affairs Canada at 418-951-4429 
(gagnonlo@ainc-inac.gc.ca) or consult the 
aforementioned Web site. 
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by Lyne Montpellier 
Canada Economic Development 


Mining has been the economic backbone 
of the Estrie region's MRC d'Asbestos, the 
Asbestos Regional County Municipality, 
for more than 125 years. In recent years, 
however, a succession of plant closures 
and job layoffs has shaken the industry 
considerably. 


In 2002, Jeffrey Mine, a producer of 
chrysotile asbestos announced it was shutting 
down operations and laying off all 320 
employees. Then, in early January, Magnola 
announced the closing of its plant in 
Danville, depriving 380 workers of their 
livelihoods. Within a matter of months, 
700 direct jobs had been lost, to say nothing 
of the catastrophic impact it had on indirect 
jobs. Even though Jeffrey Mine resumed 
operations for brief periods, its closure sent 
serious shockwaves through the community 
of almost 15,000 residents. 


The community rallies its forces.. 

In November 2003, over 100 citizens from 
the community participated in a summit 
which focused on the development of the 
MRC d’ Asbestos. 


On the agenda that day was a presentation 
of the results of an in-depth survey. 
Findings from more than 75 enterprises and 
stakeholders of the MRC clearly outlined 
the region's strengths, assets and possibilities 


A Job 
in Transportation; 
A Destination of Choice 


Did you know... 

...with a high school or college 
degree you could obtain a 
stimulating and challenging job in 
the field of transportation? 


..you could choose among several 
job opportunities such as bus or 
truck driver, aircraft maintenance 
technician, railway conductor or 
marine engineering officer, and 
earn between $35,000 and $65,000 
a year, with a job placement rate 
above 90 per cent? 


Jump on board! 
For more information, 
please visit our website at 


www.tc.gc.ca/youth/quebec 


Prosperity-building initiatives for the MRC Asbestos 


for economic diversification. 

It was a pivotal day during which 
the community banded together 
to decide the fate of its future. 
The region’s forces had 

been mobilized! 


Throughout the day, the participants’ 
belief in their community, their 
determination and will to take control 
of their future was on full display. 
It was evident that everyone was 
deeply committed to remaining in the 
region. Likewise, the participants were 
determined to bolster their economy 

in order to secure a better quality of 
life for future generations. 


The summit culminated in the 
adoption of a plan that called for the 
diversification of the regional economy 
for the future. It was unanimously 
agreed to move forward with a five- 
year plan to develop a prosperous 
and diversified MRC firmly rooted 

in sustainable development and 


recognized for its strong sense 
of innovation. 


The Government of Canada's role 

in the process... 

Communities are clearly the ones 

to identify solutions and rise to the 
challenges of economic diversification 
to reach their full potential. As such, 
the Government of Canada lent 

its support to MRC d'Asbestos 
stakeholders from the earliest 
rumblings of the economic crisis. 


communities of Quebec. 


If you have a story idea, comment, Letter to the Editor, or would 
like to receive a copy of this newsletter, contact: 


Dominique Richer 

Managing Editor 

Rural Secretariat 

Room 350-4 Cap-Diamant Street 
Quebec, QC G1K 4K1 

Phone: (418) 648-3754 

Fax: (418) 648-3742 

E-mail: richerdo@agr.gc.ca 
Web site: www.rural.gc.ca 


The Rural ation’ is a /semi-afinual publication of the Rural 
Team Quebec for the residents of rural and remote 


Canada Economic Development and 
its regional partner, the SADC de la 
région d’ Asbestos, the Community 
Futures Development Corporation 
(CFDC) joined regional economic 
stakeholders in setting up a special 
strategy committee. The result? 

A socio-economic diagnostic and 
action plan for the region. The goal, 
at that stage, was to raise public 
awareness by stimulating dialogue 
(notably through the summit) and to 
help organize the region's economic 
diversification efforts. 


A support program specifically geared 
to the needs of enterprises in the MRC 
has subsequently been established. In 
April 2004, the $3.3 million Regional 
Strategic Initiative (RSI) was officially 
announced. This initiative consists of a 
series of support measures for projects 
developed by young entrepreneurs, 
rural enterprises developing niche 
products or services, and enterprises 
seeking to improve their productivity 
and innovativeness. All these initiatives 
fall within the prosperity-building 
sectors flagged during the November 
2003 summit. 


To date, Canada Economic 
Development has contributed some 
$2.2 million to 20 projects in the 
region, generating $13.9 million in 
total investment and the creation 
of 105 jobs. 


the follwing address: 
~ www.rural.ge. cafteamloctictoee pt 
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Photo: Mr. Sylvain Laroche 


Ushering in a new era... 

These courageous individuals, whose 
deep love for their region led them to 
take hold of their destiny, recently 
decided to change the name of their 
municipality to the MRC des Sources. 
Clearly, this too is a sign of the vitality, 
strength and prosperity that is sure to 
follow. For more information on this 
initiative visit the following websites: 


http://www.dec-ced.gc.ca/asp/ 


ProgrammesServices/irs_asbestos.asp? 
LANG=EN 


www.sadcasbestos.com 


Canada 
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~ Rourat AND SMALL 
TOWN CANADA 
ANALYSIS BULLETIN 


True or false? 


*Rural residents are more likely 
to have a strong sense of 
belonging to their local 
community? 


*Rural residents are more likely 
to do volunteer work? 


*Rural residents are more likely 
to attend public meetings? 


¢Canada’s predominantly rural 
regions were visited by one-half 
of Canadian tourists, 39 percent 
of American tourists and 
33 percent of overseas tourists? 


¢There is a much higher 
concentration of unskilled labour 
in the predominantly rural regions? 


Answers to these and many other 
questions can be found in the 
Rural and Small Town Canada 
Analysis Bulletin, an occasional 
publication documenting structure 
and trends in rural Canada. The 
objective is to provide basic socio- 
economic information and analysis 
for use by researchers, policy 
makers and for others interested in 
rural issues. Rural and Small Town 
Canada Analysis Bulletin is a joint 
project between Statistics Canada 
and the Rural Secretariat on behalf 
of the Canadian Rural Partnership. 
The Bulletins are available at 
http:/Awww:statcan.ca:8096/bsolc/english 
/bsole?catno=2 | -006-X&CHROPG=1 


Young Leaders in Rural Canada Awards 


Orizon - 


Winter 2006 


Honourable Mention for a citizen of St-Gilles de Lotbiniere 


The Canadian government has acknowledged the contributions that six young people have made in their rural 
communities. In total, three Young Leaders in Rural Canada Awards’ and three ‘Honourable Mentions’ were 
awarded in recognition of exceptional contributions to rural communities involving the following categories: 


Innovation, Leadership and Partnership. 


The recipients include Joél Delisle, a resident of St-Gilles de Lotbiniére, who received an Honourable Mention 


in the Innovation category for establishing a first-response service in his municipality. 


Upon his arrival in St-Gilles de Lotbiniére eight years ago, Delisle, who is trained in first response and firefighting, 
noted that ambulance service in his municipality took an average 30 to 45 minutes to arrive at an accident. Well aware 
of the implications of such delayed interventions, he lost no time in setting out to find a solution to the problem. 


“Since I knew full well that after only three minutes a person - 
who has had a heart attack will already be suffering from 
significant after-effects, | decided to put my training to good 
use and start up a first-response service that would serve 
our municipality and put an end to this problem.” 


On May 1, 2004, the St-Gilles first-response service was 
officially launched. Delisle said that the successful launch 
came after two years of work and negotiations by members 
of the ambulance services, volunteer firefighters and the 
Régie de la santé et des services sociaux du Québec. Today, 
the first-response team is comprised of 15 volunteers, all 
St-Gilles residents, including three volunteer firefighters and 
12 civilians trained in first response by the Régie de la santé. 


“This is what makes our service unique. Normally, first- 
response teams consist only of firefighters and is provided 
in collaboration with the fire department, which is not the 
case here. This is a first in Quebec.” 


During its initial year in operation, the first-response team responded 

to no fewer than 64 calls involving life-threatening emergencies — 

26 of which were road accidents — no more than three to six minutes 
after the 9-1-1 calls were made. The service, set up by Delisle, managed 
to significantly reduce the response time at the accident scene. At the 
same time, the service responded to twice as many emergency calls 
than the municipality had planned, thereby doubling the service’s 
budget this year. 


With this kind of success, this top-of-the-line service is now the envy of 
surrounding municipalities. It is expected that similar first-response 
services could be springing up in other rural municipalities across Quebec. 


The Young Leaders in Rural Canada Awards, sponsored by the Rural 
Secretariat, were awarded in November 2005 in Ottawa. 


More information about the Young Leaders in Rural Canada Awards 
may be obtained by calling the Rural Secretariat's toll-free number, 
1-888-781-2222 or by visiting the rural Web site at www.rural.ge.ca 


Joél Delisle received an Honourable Mention in the Innovation category for 
establishing a first-response service in his municipality. 
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Rural Horizon - Winter 2006 


Ageing workers phenomenon - Skilled 
workforce shortage threatens the regions 


With the average age of Quebecers 
nearing 40, the birth rate in free 
fall and the out migration of youth 
a fact of life in the outlying areas, 
how will the labour market look 
when many of those who are 
currently employed retire? 


Numerous studies focussing on the 
erosion of the workforce have been 
conducted by Human Resources 
and Skills Development Canada, 
in partnership with Emploi Québec. 
Several Quebec resource centres 
have also sought to assess the 
magnitude of the workforce ageing 
phenomenon. These studies found 
that by 2010 one out of five people 
may have to be replaced in the 
skilled workforce’. 


Looking at Quebec’s resource 
centres, which are the Lower 

St. Lawrence, the Gaspésie-Iles- 
de-la-Madeleine, the North Shore, 
the Saguenay—Lac-Saint-Jean, 
Nord-du-Québec and Abitibi- 
Témiscamingue, there is already 

a clear increase in the ageing of the 
workforce. This is demonstrated by 
the fact that the working population 
(aged 45 and over) has risen from 
92,500 to 168,100 — between 1990 
to 2004, thus increasing its relative 
share of the labour market from 

24 percent to 40 percent. This same 
trend was observed throughout 
Quebec. 


According to the surveys of the 

major employers in the North Shore, 
Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean and Abitibi- 
Témiscamingue regions, 14 percent 
to 20 percent of the skilled workforce 
will be eligible to retire by 2010. 

The same survey 1s underway in the 
Mauricie region and is expected to 
show the same trend. Thus, in the 
short term, local businesses are facing 
the prospect of a skills shortage rather 
than a general workforce shortage. 
Several initiatives could be used 

to address this situation, including 
aggressive recruitment strategies, 
on-site staff development or 
postponing the retirement of the 
professionals concerned. 


In Abititi-Témiscamingue, a first step 
taken by Human Resources and Skills 
Development Canada officials was 

to disseminate the findings to the 

key players. High school students, 
corporate human resource officials, 
youth workers and labour market 


integration services were the targets of 


an information tour. These awareness- 


raising events helped focus specifically 


on young people and adults in the 
process of integrating into the labour 
market to encourage them to complete 
their studies. Such study completion 
would prepare them to take advantage 
of upcoming opportunities. 


Employers were encouraged by 
Emploi Québec to plan and train 
successors. At the same time, a high 
school professional development 
awareness campaign was effective 
and led to an increase in the number 
of registrations for professional 
development courses. 


A great deal still remains to be done 
before the negative impact of the 
shrinking workforce has been 
assuaged. What remains a challenge 
is the assistance businesses require 
to ensure the transfer of knowledge 
from the retiring workers to the new 
labour force. Only concerted efforts 


on the part of support and government 
organizations will ensure a productive 


labour market with real employment 
opportunities. 


For additional information on this 
initiative, contact Luc Blanchette at 
the Abitibi-Témiscamingue Human 
Resources Canada Centre at 
1-800-567-6465 (extension 316). 


Luc Blanchette, Economist, 
Abitibi-Temiscamingue HRCC 


1 The skilled workforce consists of workers whose functions 
require a professional diploma, either in the form of a 
college diploma or a university degree. 


More than 300 people took part in 
the fifth edition of the Université 
rurale québécoise (URQ). Local 
and regional development 
stakeholders and university 
researchers from all across 
Quebec met from September 12 
to 16, 2005 in several locations 

in rural Outaouais. 


Under the theme “Building Rural- 
Urban Solidarity”, the Université 
rurale québécoise organized 
activities that gave researchers 

an opportunity to share their 
knowledge with those who have 
an ongoing involvement in their 
communities’ development. 


Drawing on the European 
experience, this bi-annual national 
and international event was 
established by a group of research 
professors in the Université du 
Québec network in the Abitibi- 
Témiscamingue region. Since 

its inception in 1997, URQ 

has met with success in the 

Lower St. Lawrence, North Shore, 
Mauricie and the Outaouais regions. 


The 2005 programming offered 
different learning opportunities, 
including 18 excursion workshops, 
plenary sessions and discussion 
forums on six central themes: 


Fifth edition of the Université rurale quebecoise 
“Building Rural-Urban Solidarity” 


governance, economic development, 
land management, identity and 
heritage, public service and skills 
development. In addition, the entire 
event was marked by a forecast 
exercise involving rural-urban 
Quebec in the year 2050. 


Serge Gagnon, professor at 

the Université du Québec in 
Outaouais and 2005 URQ 
spokesperson indicated that this 
year’s event presented participants 
with an opportunity to improve 
their understanding of the rural 
milieu and its connection with 
urban centres; participants also 
shared potential solutions for 
closer collaboration between 
these rural and urban areas. 


Rural communities need accurate 
and practical information to plan 
successful community development 
projects. The Government of 
Canada is proud to support the 
Université rurale québécoise since 
1997, an initiative that promotes 
sharing knowledge and experience 
that will help with the sustainable 
developement of rural communities. 


The Université rurale québécoise is 
looking forward to its 2007 event. 


Watershed management workshop, under the rural-urban governance theme, 
at Mont-Sainte-Marie ski center in the Outaouais region. 


Perspective of the Chief Federal Negotiator 


Creation of a new form of government in Nunavik (Northern Quebec) 


The Second World War catapulted Northern Canada and inevitably 
its residents, the Inuit, onto the international scene. In 1953, the 
Government of Canada created the Department of Northern Affairs 
and National Resources, leading to the establishment of a federal 
presence in the country’s north. In 1963, the Gouvernement du 
Québec created the Direction générale du Nouveau-Québec to also 
create a presence throughout the northern part of its territory. 
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These factors permitted the Inuit of Nunavik to voice their concerns |), , see 
to different levels of government and motivated them to assume 3 z 
responsibility for their own future. In 1984, the Federation of 
Co-operatives of Northern Québec prepared a series of general 
principles concerned with the creation of an autonomous government. 
These events have set the stage for the current governance project; 
current negotiations are simply one more step on the road to 
self-government. 
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In 1967 and 1968, I travelled for the first time to Nunavik, specifically to Fort Chimo (now called Kuujjuaq). From there, 
I was invited by Tivi Etok to live with his family in the community of Kangiqsualujjuaq (George River) on the eastern shores 
of Ungava Bay. 


By allowing myself to be integrated into this family and village, I learnt a great deal about the Inuit way of life, their values, 
and the difficulties they faced daily in their quest for food and family essentials. This was an opportunity for me to witness not 
only their capacity to survive but their creative responses to many obstacles. 


Nunavik’s self-government project is a challenge equally for the residents of Nunavik and the governments of Canada and 
Québec. I am certain that the Inuit will meet this challenge and that they are aware of the need for innovative solutions. 

Allow me to quote one of the current Inuit negotiators, Harry Tulugak, from an interview with Le Devoir on April 1, 1989: 
“The traditions that have governed the daily lives of Inuit are no longer suited to all the new realities of an ever changing 
world. Inuit are no longer the homogenous community of days gone by. Traditional methods are no longer adequate to develop 
the consensus that had long been the foundation of Inuit public life. We need an assembly where opposing viewpoints may 

be expressed and where solutions for Inuit society may be defined. But this assembly must emulate Inuit traditions as much 

as possible. For their part, non-Inuit must also have a place in an autonomous government.” 


In 1994, the Government of Canada was invited by Makivik Corporation and the Gouvernement du Québec to take part in 
negotiations concerning self-government in Nunavik. The Canadian government has always backed the governance aspirations 
of the Inuit of Nunavik and will continue to work closely with the Inuit and Québec government to make these aspirations reality. 


It is also appropriate to mention the remarkable work 
of the Nunavik Commission whose members were 
appointed by the Inuit, provincial and federal parties. 
Created in 1999, the mandate of the Commission 
was to develop a set of recommendations concerning 
the structure of a Nunavik government. The public 
consultations conducted in all the communities of the 
region revealed the current concerns of residents, 
their vision of an autonomous government and their 
commitment to this collective project. The report of 
the Nunavik Commission is available on the Web site 
of the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs 
Canada at www.ainc-inac.gc.ca. 


This innovative governance project is leading us 
in a new direction. We are creating a new type 
of regional autonomous public (non-ethnic) 
government that is adapted to the realities of the 
Inuit living in Arctic Québec and in line with 
Kangirsuk, a village in Nunavik the country’s fundamental legal framework. 


I am very happy to be part of this project as the chief negotiator for Canada and to be able to make a personal contribution. 


Nakurmik! 


Donat Savoie, Chief Federal Negotiator, Department of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada. 
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Improved Internet 
Access for Residents 


of the Magdalen Islands 


Magdalen Islands residents now have 
improved Internet access thanks to 

a project that involved the laying 

of underwater fibre optic cables. 


Through the Canada Strategic 
Infrastructure Fund, the federal and 
Quebec government, each contributed 
$6.9 million to the project through 

its public infrastructure modernization 
budget, for a total of $13.8 million. 


This initiative, an example of 
partnership between the governments 
and communities, has given Magdalen 
Islands residents a sustainable 
development tool. They now have 

a high-speed telecommunications 
network that will, among other things, 
improve their access to online government 
services. The underwater cables are 
expected to meet the Magdalen Islands’ 
capacity requirements for at least 25 years. 


The Réseau intégré de communications 
électroniques des Iles-de-la-Madeleine 
(RICEIM) played the lead role in 
getting this project off the ground. 


For more information about this 
initiative, please visit 


www.infrastructure.ge.ca 


Belle-Anse (Fatima), Magdalen Islands 


FOR INFORMATION ON GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA PROGRAMS AND SERVICES: 


Phone: 1-800-0-CANADA (1-800-622-6232) 


TTY/TDD: 1-800-465-7735 
Web: www.canada.gc.ca 


Service Canada Access Centres 
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Census puts rural life in focus 


By Akoulina Connell-Delaney, M.A., Communications Advisor 


How is the average farm doing today? Going directly to the source, only farm operators can truly answer this question. 
They can do so through the Census of Agriculture. 


Conducted every five years by Statistics Canada, the census is the only source of information that gathers and 
publishes data direct from the community level. It is perhaps the only tool developed that presents a clear picture 
of life on Quebec farms and in rural communities. The current Census takes place on May 16, 2006. 


Since 1956, the Census of Agriculture and Census of Population have been conducted simultaneously. In 1971, 
a special Agriculture-Population database was created to provide a unique socio-economic profile of farming 
communities. It matches farm operators with information provided on the Census of Population, thereby providing 
an image of Canadian farmers, their families and households. It also allows characteristics of the rural population 
to be compared to the general population. 


Census data are used to: 

*Portray the viewpoints of farm operators to legislators, the media and the public 

¢Plan how and where to market agricultural products and services 

*Evaluate the impact of floods, droughts or other natural disasters on agriculture 

*Develop, implement and evaluate agricultural policies and programs, such as farm income safety nets or those 
pertaining to environmental sustainability or rural development 


Farming is constantly changing. Census data offers comprehensive information on agriculture from the township 
or rural municipality to the national level, on topics ranging from livestock numbers, crops, and organic farming 
to manure management and even farm-related injuries. 


For instance, the 2001 Census of Agriculture indicated that environmentally friendly land management practices 
had outstripped conventional tillage methods in popularity. Practices such as conservation tillage minimize the 
number of passes farmers make over their fields, which in turn decreases fuel costs and lowers carbon dioxide 
emissions. Since environmental concerns are a vital issue, the Census 2006 questionnaire has improved the section 
on manure use and its application. 


The information collected by the Census of Population delivers a bird’s eye view of Quebec and Canada — close-ups 
of communities. For instance, the median age of Quebec farm operators rose from 42 in 1996 to 45 in 2001. In the 
same time span, the percentage of rural farm population as a percentage of the total rural population dropped from 
7.1 percent to 6.4 percent in Quebec. What will the numbers look like in 2006? 


For the most accurate results possible, we must all pitch in. We are legally obligated to fill out forms for both the 
Census of Population and Census of Agriculture. The privacy of the information we share is protected by the same 
law. Mail them in or file via the Internet. 


For more information on the Census, 
visit www.census2006.ca 
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Canadian Rural Partnership | Rural Team Quebec 
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Supporting the development of Quebec’s 
rural communities—that has been Rural 
Team Quebec’s mission ever since it 
began in 1998. The Team consists of 
representatives from about twenty federal 
departments and agencies, as well as 
representatives of key organizations 
working on rural issues in Quebec, such 
as Solidarité rurale du Québec, Sociétés 
d'aide au développement des collectivités 
(SADCs) [Quebec community futures 
development corporations], and the Table 
de concertation des Forums jeunesse 
régionaux du Québec [Quebec regional 
youth forums roundtable]. 


Rural Team Quebec works to create 
partnerships to mobilize stakeholders 

in Quebec's various regions around 
issues affecting their rural communities. 
The Team also provides information about 
programs and services offered in rural 
areas, and maintains a dialogue with 
citizens in these rural communities to 
better identify their local and 

regional concerns. 


For more information about Rural Team 
Quebec, visit our Web site at 
www.rural.gc.ca. 


www.rural.gc.ca 


Whether you're looking for business 
advice, a cultural exchange or a 
boating safety program, the 


was designed for you. 
The directory lists about 200 federal 


programs and services for individuals 
and businesses. 


Would you like to get help with completing an 
application for Employment Insurance or Old Age 
Security—and have that help available close to home? 
Do you wish you could access Government of Canada 
services without travelling a long way? 


The Government of Canada is addressing these needs 
by creating outreach service sites. Service Canada’s 
client-service officers visit these sites to meet with 
residents in remote locations. These outreach service 
sites are located in the heart of rural communities and 
are open periodically for a few hours at a time. 


For you, where you live 

Service Canada’s outreach service sites are designed 

to bring together a number of federal departments in 

a single service-delivery network that can be easily 
accessible. People get answers to their questions and 
advice from attentive officers. Federal departments are 
working together to make this national initiative a reality, 
making a full range of high-quality services 

available everywhere. 


Some thirty outreach service sites will be set up by the 
end of 2007 across most of Quebec. As one client said 
of the outreach service site in Anse Saint Jean: “It’s 
easier to solve a problem by coming here. You don’t 
have to travel a long way or wait on the phone. 

It’s really an advantage.” 


Citizens generally have questions about Employment 
Insurance, Income Security Programs, and the Social 
Insurance Number. The services offered in outreach 
service sites will develop as time goes by based 

on client needs. 


Tailored services 

The success of outreach service sites depends on the 
officers, who must adapt to their new duties. They now 
travel to go meet citizens and find out about their needs 
in order to offer the most appropriate service. The 
clients appreciate it. In the words of Mario Turcotte, an 
officer at the Abitibi-Témiscamingue Service Canada 
Centre: “The clients are satisfied when we assist them. 
We have developed a service that is tailored to the needs 
of our clients and allows them to be self-reliant in their 
dealings with the Government of Canada.” 


Officers in outreach service sites are not equipped with 
a computer connected to the internal network, as they 
are in their main offices. This therefore challenges the 
officers’ resourcefulness to provide the best possible 
service using the resources available on-site. They really 
put themselves in the place of residents in remote 
regions. According to Mario Turcotte, this is the best 
way of understanding their situation and their needs. 

It’s worth the trip! 
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Service Canada Outreach in Quebec 
>» Lamarche » Saint-Thomas-Didyme 


>» L'Anse-Saint-Jean » Témiscamingue 

>» Matagami » Taschereau é 
> Lebel-sur-Quévillon >» Notre-Dame-du-Laus 
» Matapédia > Belleterre “=. 

» Ferland-Boileau > Cadillac 9 

> Baie-Saint-Paul >» Weedon 

» Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré » Dégelis 

» Saint-Siméon » Chéneville 

> Saint-Michel-des-Saints » Riviére Rouge 

>» Grande-Vallée » Notre-Dame-de-Montauban 

> Saint-Maxime-du-Mont-Louis » Grande-Entrée 

» Potton > Fortierville 


» New Carlisle 
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Service Canada 

makes it easier for 
Canadians to get the 
government services 
and information they 
need with just a click, 
call or visit. To find the 
nearest Service Canada 
Centre or outreach 
location and the 
available services, 

visit servicecanada.gc.ca 
and click on ‘Services 
Where You Live’, 

or call 1 800 O-Canada. 


> Rural Team Quebec 


> Worth the Trip 
1 


>» New Realities, New Opportunities: 
Gearing up for the next generation of agriculture and agri-food policy 


> Migration et nouvelle ruralité: 
A new tool for RCMs 
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> The Centre d’accés communautaire Internet musical 


> Revitalizing rivers by protecting 
banks in agricultural area 
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> Community Information Database — 


A quick access to information at the community levels 
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New Realities, New Opportunities: 
Gearing up for the next generation 
of agriculture and agri-food policy 


The Canadian agriculture 

and agri-food industry is an 
integral part of the Canadian 
economy and an important 
contributor to the social fabric of 
Canada. The sector faces a variety 
of opportunities and pressures in a 
rapidly evolving world. Together 
with government, the agriculture 
and agri-food sector will be 
seeking out new directions 

for future success. 


In 2003, the federal, provincial 
and territorial governments 
implemented the Agricultural 
Policy Framework (APF) to 
position Canada as the world 


leader in food safety and quality, 
innovation and environmentally 
responsible agriculture production. 


Many elements of the APF expire 
in 2008. Meanwhile, a number of 
new economic opportunities are 
emerging, such as economic 
growth in markets like China, 
Brazil and India, the growing 
bio-based fuels industry and the 
increase in health awareness among 
Canadians and global consumers. 


The time to build the next 
generation of agriculture and 
agri-food policy is now. 


Consulting Canadians 

All Canadians will have the 
opportunity to participate in 
national consultation sessions in 
January and February 2007. The 
purpose is to spark public debate 
on the future of the agriculture 
and agri-food sector in Canada. 
Beginning January, Canadians can 
participate in the consultations: 


» 1) Via AAFC Online: 
www.agr.gc.ca/nextgen. 

» 2) By mailing responses 
to AAFC. 

» 3) By attending a 
consultation event. 


A full suite of materials including a 
discussion paper, guiding principles 
and economic backgrounders have 
been developed to help stimulate 
discussion and debate with 

industry and Canadians during 

the cross-country consultations. 
More details about the public 
consultations will be made 
available in the near future. 


For information on how to 
participate in building the next 
generation of agriculture and 
agri-food policy, contact your 
provincial or territorial agriculture 
office, call 1 800 O-CANADA 

(1 800 622-6232), 

TTY 1 800 926-9105, or visit 
www.agr.gc.ca/nextgen. 


Migration et nouvelle ruralite: 
devenir une collectivite d’accueil 


A new tool for RCMs 


by Sylvie Bellerose 

Strategic Land Development 
Advisor/Responsible for writing 
and co-ordinating the Guide 
Solidarité rurale du Québec 


Solidarité rurale du Québec (SRQ) 
has just produced a guide entitled 
Migration et nouvelle ruralité: 
devenir une collectivité d’ accueil 
[migration and the new rurality: 
becoming a host community]. 

This new tool was designed for 
elected officials and rural 
community stakeholders interested 
in meeting the challenge of today’s 
rural demographics. The declining 
birth rate combined with an ageing 
population, and in some areas the 
youth exodus, is threatening the 
vitality of rural communities. This 
guide is a tool for those interested 
in exploring the issue of 
repopulation, finding solutions 

and taking concrete action in their 
respective communities. 


The Guide is the eighth publication 
in the Réflexion series addressing 
Quebec demographics, ageing 
population issues and migration to 
rural areas. It explains the process 
for becoming a host community, 
presents various types of 
candidates for migration and gives 
an overview of what they need to 
know. The Guide also contains 
examples of existing host 
communities in rural Quebec and 
lists information sources and 
support organizations. 


Migration et nouvelle ruralité: 
devenir une collectivité d’ accueil is 
based on the findings of a study 
conducted in 2006 for the SRQ 

by Alain Péricard of Passez Go. 
His study, Les migrations 
ville-campagne et leurs 
conséquences dans les territoires 
ruraux du Québec received funding 
from Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada’s Rural Secretariat. 


The rural population decline 

can be reversed, as demonstrated in 
several cases in Europe. Péricard’s 
study shows that the regions that 
have developed successfully by 
attracting city-dwellers are those 
that have the ability to receive them 
and to put in place the appropriate 
services and infrastructure. 

Using the Guide, interested rural 
communities can plan for the 
in-migration of new residents 

and mobilize all the resources 
available to them to achieve 

their repopulation objectives. 


This 15-page guide can be 
obtained for a modest fee by 
contacting srq @solidarite-rurale.qc.ca 
or calling the SRQ 

secretariat at 819-293-6825. 


SRQ is a coalition that focuses 
on rural communities. It acts as 
rural issues advisor to the 
Government of Quebec, and is 
involved in various activities in 
partnership with Canada’s 

new government. 


The Centre d’acces communautaire 
Internet musical: An initiative that’s 
striking the right chord! 


It is often said that music has a civilizing influence. One thing is certain: 
it promotes harmony. This is especially true in the Abitibi-Ouest region, 
where an initiative of the local Community Futures Development 
Corporation (CFDC) is making beautiful music. 


The CACIM 

Located in the Club de l’age d’or, the La Sarre Centre d’accés communautaire 
Internet musical [Internet music community access centre] (CACIM) gives 
musicians from all walks of life, young and old alike, the opportunity to 
access leading-edge computer equipment and software at a low cost. 


Young musicians can indulge their passion for music in soundproof rooms 
containing cutting-edge equipment. Using Internet-connected computer equip- 
ment, they can create their own musical arrangements and record demos. 
Certain musical instruments 
(software, console, sound 
system, drums, and so on) 

are also available. 


Created through the co-opera- 
tive effort of senior citizens in 
the Abitibi-Ouest region, the 
CACIM offers activities 
intended to help young 
musicians benefit from the 
experience and advice of 
their elders, many of whom 
are long-time music enthusiasts. In return, the seniors are able to increase 
their general knowledge of software applications as well as improve their 
computer skills for other purposes such as researching on the Internet, 
accessing government programs, staying in touch with family via e-mail 

and using on-line services. 


Internet music community access centre 
(CACIM) of the Abitibi-Ouest CFDC, La Sarre 


Significant spin-offs 

Currently, about 30 youth bands of three to eight members each, along with 
several folk groups made up of senior citizens, are taking advantage of the 

services and activities offered by the CACIM. Given the chance to develop 
their skills, who knows, maybe some of them will make a career out 

of their music. 


“(Translation] At the CACIM, I can use their equipment and get great sound 
quality at a low cost, as well as meet other musicians. I can also practise with 
my band and record demos for promotional purposes,” says Alexandre Picard, 
a 17-year old student who plays guitar and drums. 


Obviously, a project like the CACIM contributes to a better quality of life in 
the communities of Abitibi-Ouest, and strengthens the region's social fabric 

by offering activities that include youth and help reduce the isolation of the 

older generations. 


A success based on partnership 

As project proponent, the Abitibi-Ouest CFDC played a key role in CACIM’s 
creation. “{Translation] The CACIM is a project that meets a local need, and 
its success is the result of a partnership with various community stakeholders. 
We are proud of the way we have used our resources to create local activities 
and develop networks, particularly with our seniors,” says Thérése Grenier, 
Director General of the Abitibi-Ouest CFDC. 


Canada’s new government is a partner in this initiative via its Community 
Access Program (CAP), which is administered by Industry Canada and aims 
to provide Canadians with affordable public access to the Internet and the 
skills they need to use it effectively. 


For more information, contact 
» Abitibi-Ouest CFDC: (819) 333-3113 
> Industry Canada: http://cap.ic.gc.ca 


Revitalizing rivers by protecting 
banks in agricultural areas: 
communities get organized 


Quebec farmland is crossed by 40,000 km of watercourses and 200,000 km 
of ditches; management organizations agree that the banks of many 
watercourses in agricultural areas are in urgent need of restoration. 


In a number of Quebec regions, farmers have combined forces with various 
partners to restore the banks of the rivers and streams that border their land. 
One such project is the Vacher Brook watershed’ in the Lanaudiére region. 
The waterway winds through farmland in a number of municipalities before 
flowing into the Assomption River in Saint-Paul. The Vacher Brook water 
quality improvement project, which began in 2005, focuses on the personal 
and professional activities of inhabitants living in the area. It analyses the 
impact the residential, forestry, industrial and agricultural sectors have on 
the watercourse’s water quality. 


At the agricultural level, this particular management project began with an 
analysis of the state of the waterway and its branches. The more than forty 
farmers participating in the project will receive a document presenting 
study results along with a diagnostic assessment of their own properties. 
Many of the farms that have already received an assessment have taken 
various steps (protecting drain outflows, planting trees and shrubs, 
installing drains, etc.) to reduce the amount of soil that is lost and carried 
into streams each year. The work of individual farms under a coordinated 
watershed-wide project will significantly benefit both the general 
population (improved water quality, restored habitats for aquatic life, etc.) 
and farmers (less soil loss). 


In an approach geared towards collective action, Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada’s Greencover Canada (GC) program ($3.6 million as of 2008) was 
created to provide financial support to farmers who wish to develop buffer 
strips on their farms. Farmers who want to fight erosion of the banks or 
plant buffer strips, shelterbelts or wooded corridors can receive a combined 
GC-—Prime-Vert (Quebec Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
(MAPAQ) program) contribution of up to 70 per cent of eligible 

project expenses, pa bs Eerie hee Sit oes ede 
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Restoration of the Vacher Brook banks . Source : CDAQ 


The program is administered in Quebec by the Conseil pour le 
développement de l’agriculture du Quebec [Quebec Agricultural 
Development Board] (CDAQ). CDAQ, MAPAQ, Environment Canada, 
Quebec department of sustainable development, environment and parks 
(MDDEP) and AAFC collaborate in the analysis of the projects presented 
in this program. To be eligible for financial support, farmers must submit 
a collective project that involves a minimum of two farms in the same 
watershed. CDAQ issues calls for proposals four times a year. 

More information on this program can be found on CDAQ’s 

internet site at www.cdaq.qe.ca. 
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Community Information Database — 
A quick access to information at the community level 


The Community Information Database was developed 
collaboratively by the Rural Secretariat, provinces, territories, 
other federal departments, and community groups. It is a free 
on-line web-based resource intended to help users quickly 
capture demographic/socio-economic data for specific or 
multiple geographic regions from an interactive map. 


This site provides users with a consistent, reliable, and accessible 
source of statistical indicators at the community level in Canada. 
The data is sourced mainly from the 1996 and 2001 Statistics 
Canada’s Censuses of Population, and includes: 


population 

age 

average personal and family income 
> employment rate 

> education 

» employment by sector 

> language 

> resource reliance 

> economic diversification 
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This innovative tool is especially useful 

to community groups, private or non-profit 
community organizations, government policy makers, 
businesses, researchers and research organizations 
and universities. 


FOR INFORMATION ON GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA PROGRAMS AND SERVICES: 


Phone: 1-800-0-CANADA (1-800-622-6232) 
TTY/TDD: 1-800-465-7735 


Web: www.canada.gc.ca 


Service Canada Access Centres ait you have a story idea, comment, Letter to the Editor, ISSN No. 1710-2596 
or would like to receive a copy of this newsletter, contact: AAFC no 10206B 


Dominique Richer 
Managing Editor 

Phone: (418) 648-3754 

Fax: (418) 648-3742 

E-mail: richerdo@agr.gc.ca 


Base de données sur les collectivités 


Whether it is to measure, assess and compare 
community performance or to identify key 
socio-economic aspects and trends at the community 
level, the CID provides information and analysis 
essential to community development planning. 

The Community Information Database is 

available at www.cid-bdc.ca. 


For more information on the CID, please contact: 


Rural Research and Analysis unit 
Rural Secretariat 

1341 Baseline Road, Tower 7 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Canada 

KIA 0C5 

Telephone: (613) 759-7106 

Toll Free: 1(888) 781-2222 

info @cid-bdc.ca 


The Rural Secretariat is a focal point for the 
Government of Canada to work in partnership 
with Canadians in rural and remote areas to 
build strong, dynamic communities. 


‘This spubtiCation is also available e e electro 
onthe Web at the following address: 
“www. rural. gc.ca/team/qc/quebec_e. phim ” 
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“We reap what we sow’ is a recognized cliché that reminds us of just how important 
today’s decisions affect the future. Keeping that in mind, members of the federal, 
provincial and territorial governments are committed to working together to develop the 
next generation of agriculture and agri-food policy. 


And, they want to hear from you! Whether you’re a stakeholder in the industry or a 
Canadian citizen, political leaders are seeking input from you regarding the future of 
Quebec’s agricultural landscape. 


The Agricultural Policy Framework (APF) is a five-year federal-provincial-territorial 
agreement on agriculture that was created as a national approach to agriculture. 

The initial objective? To position Canada as the world leader in food safety and quality, 
innovation and environmentally-responsible agriculture production. 


Today, Canada's agriculture and agri-food 
sector faces a new set of challenges and 
opportunities. With most of the APF 
agreements set to expire in the spring of 
2008, discussions are underway to build a 
new generation of agriculture and agri-food 
policy. This new framework will build an 
enduring foundation that will benefit future 
generations. 


In order to ensure that the many facets of the agriculture industry are included in 
all stages of policy development, three rounds of consultations will take place. 
This multi-phased, national consultation process began in December 2006 and will 
carry on into 2007, with a new policy framework to be implemented in early 2008. 


1 800 O-Canada . 
ba www.rural.gc.ca 


Whether you're looking for business 
advice, a cultural exchange or a 
boating safety program, the ~9°> 
Canadians’ Guide to Programs 
250 ~ =e Ses was designed for you. 


The directory lists about 200 federal 
programs and services for individuals 
and businesses. 


Our Web sites addresses 


www.agr.gc.ca/nextgen 
www.planstlaurent.qc.ca 
www.strategiessl.qc.ca 
www.reseau-sadc.qc.ca 
www.alafut.qc.ca 
WWW.CO-Op.gc.ca 
www.dec-ced.gc.ca 
www.servicecanada.gc.ca 
www.tural.gc.ca 


Government 
Publications 


Round One featured a series of working 
sessions that involved agriculture industry 
experts. As experts, they were invited to 
participate in detailed discussions and 
analysis of proposed policy options. 

They also had a hand in defining potential 
problems that could arise during public 
consultations and further, they helped 

_ formulate questions for the broader 
public consultations. 


Round Two, set to run January-February 2007, will be made up of public consultations that 
will be hosted across the country. These will focus on collecting information from the 
public in a way that allows for an open exchange of ideas; it’s all about encouraging 
public debate regarding the future of agriculture and agri-food in Canada. Discussions will 
also continue to take place on the business risk management (BRM) plan. 


March 2007 will see the beginning of Round Three. This final phase will involve the 
analysis of data from Rounds One and Two. These findings will provide consolidated 
input to the federal, provincial and territorial governments prior to negotiations. 


The consultation process and final summations are designed to stimulate discussions 
amongst all stakeholders about how federal, provincial and territorial governments can 
work together to ensure a competitive and profitable Canadian agriculture and agri-food 
sector. Being able to provide safe, innovative and high-quality products and services 
that can benefit all Canadians is also high on the priority list. 


We encourage you to add your voice to this discussion! All levels of government are 
looking forward to hearing from Canadian individuals and organizations. We are 
working together to develop a solid policy framework that supports a prosperous 
agriculture and agri-food sector. You will be able to participate via the web site 
www.agr.gc.ca/nextgen. The deadline for submission is February 28, 2007. 


For copies of the consultation documents and for information on how Canadians can 
participate in building the next generation of agriculture and agri-food policy, contact 
your provincial/territorial agriculture office, call: 1 800 O-CANADA (1 800 622-6232), 
TTY 1 800 926-9108, or visit the web site www.agr.gc.ca/nextgen . 
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What is sustai 

~ St. Lawrence River? In essence, it means 
balancing three key components: respect 
for the environment, economic growth, 
and the uses of the waterway. In other 
words, development and environment 
must be aligned with each other and must 
take into account all the ways in which 
people use this natural resource. 


Let’s all do our part 


To meet this challenge, we must 

take more consistent, inclusive, and 
complementary actions. The 2005-2010 
St. Lawrence Plan—which was announced 
recently by the governments of Canada 
and Quebec—calls, among other things, 
for the development of an integrated 
management concept that will encourage 
the public to play an even greater role in 
protecting, preserving, and promoting the 
St. Lawrence. Everyone who cares about 
the health of the ecosystem—particularly 
those who live in communities on or near 
the river and its tributaries—is invited 

to take part in discussions on major 
environmental issues with government 
and public partners. 


Some encouraging results 


For more than 13 years, Environment 
Canada has provided support to APC 
(Area of Prime Concern) committees 
brought together by Stratégies Saint- 
Laurent, a non-profit environmental 
organization. These APC committees, 
which are made up of stakeholders, 
decision makers, citizens, and others, are 
intended to stimulate local discussion 
and the development of projects on 
environmental priorities in their areas. 


By rallying municipalities and farming 
communities to work together, APC 
committees have built consensus on 
delicate issues. This, in turn, has given 
members of the public the opportunity to 
take part in local initiatives on the 
protection, restoration, preservation, and 
promotion of resources and on 
ecosystem use. Since its inception, this 
community approach has produced some 
interesting results: some 400 community 
projects have been carried out; over 2000 
tonnes of waste has been collected; about 
150 000 plants, shrubs, and trees have 
been planted on riverbanks; more than 
150 kilometres of coastal area has been 
developed; volunteers have donated 

130 000 hours to riparian communities; 
and more than 900 consultations and 
information events have been held. 


e development for the « a 


Picture: Environment Canada 


The drudgery of cleaning up along the Richelieu River 
in McMasterville 


Boosting community involvement 


The positive impact that community 
involvement has had on the health of the 
ecosystem has led partners involved in 
the St. Lawrence Plan to propose new 
ways to support citizens in their efforts 
to contribute to the sustainable 
development of the St. Lawrence. 


Some of these methods are aimed at 
promoting dialogue among riparian 
communities on local environmental 
issues that affect them directly (contact 
the APC committee in your region), 
funding community and environmental 
projects, and providing scientific and 
technical support. 


Others are intended to raise awareness of 
sustainable development by creating tools 
and educational programs for youth, 
adapting scientific information and 
knowledge for decision makers and 
citizens, and disseminating information 
on an array of issues—in particular, the 
development of the St. Lawrence. 


The bottom line? The only way we will 
achieve the environmental goals set out 
in the St. Lawrence Plan is if all 
stakeholders share a common vision of 
the river, so that our actions focus on the 
same objectives. Even the smallest 
contributions will have an effect on the 
environment and, therefore, on our 
health. Each and every one of us can 
make a difference; not only within 

our communities but also across the 
ecosystem as a whole. 


For more information or to get involved, call 
Environment Canada toll free at 1-800-463-4311 or visit 
one of the following Web sites: 


The St. Lawrence Plan at 
www.planstlaurent.gc.ca 


Stratégies Saint-Laurent (ZIP committees) at 
www-strategiessl.qc.ca . 


Three years ago, a group of stakeholders 
led by the Gaspé-Nord Community 
Futures Development Corporation 
(CFDC) looked at ways of enriching 
the community and settled on agro- 
forestry. A survey of 4,000 acres of 
farmland in Haute-Gaspésie and 
Estran revealed that there were 

1,000 uncultivated plots and, even 
more importantly, that trees had started 
growing again. 


The Gaspé-Nord CFDC then set up a 
working group made up of representatives 
from the regional county municipality 
(RCM), the local development centre 
(CLD), as well as the Union 

des producteurs agricoles (UPA), 

the Quebec Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food (MAPAQ), the 
regional council of elected representatives 
(CRE), the Consortium for the 
Sustainable Development of the Gaspé 
Forest, and Laval University. 


Two working groups were then formed 
to explore the feasibility of sustainable 
agroforestry development. The first 

is looking at the cultivation of the 
serviceberry, a bush that yields small 
berries. Two serviceberry demonstration 
orchards have now been established in 
conjunction with some 20 producers. 
The other group is focusing on ways of 
improving sugar bush profitability 
without changing syrup production. 

A test sugar bush has been set up to 
grow ginseng and certain varieties of 
mushrooms, including oyster and 
shiitake mushrooms. 


As CFCD General Manager Richard 
Marin observed, “in making every 
effort to promote the success of these 
initiatives in the agroforestry sector, 

we are adopting a novel, creative 
approach to defining a future vision for 
Haute-Gaspésie, Estran and the people 
who live there.” 


Significant benefits 


In addition to providing various types 
of seasonal employment, it is estimated 
that large-scale cultivation of the 
serviceberry in the Gaspé will lead to 
the creation or consolidation of some 
twenty agricultural businesses over the 
long term. The main purpose of 
producing crops in sugar bushes is to 
increase the revenues of maple syrup 
producers, who are very interested in 
the initiative. The approach would also 
consolidate a number of the businesses 
already involved in producing maple 
products and would lead to job creation 
(e.g., in the processing of crop plants). 


Peyeyeyee ypu 


E wit 


One of the serviceberry orchards 
in Cap-Chat, Gaspé 


From a broader perspective, these two 
projects would certainly foster an 
interest among the young—and the not- 
so-young—in the agri-food sector. 

The projects represent particularly 
promising sustainable development 
initiatives for future generations. 


CFDCs and Business Development 
Centres (BDCs) are working in 
partnership with Canada Economic 
Development to assist communities in 
the regions by providing resources 
that promote their economic and 
social development. 


For additional information on this 
initiative, contact the Gaspé-Nord 
CFDC at 418-763-5355. 


For information on how to contact the 
CFDC or BDC in your region, visit the 
CFDC network’s Internet site at 
www.reseau-sadc.qc.ca. 


A new 

rural microbrewery 
young entrepreneurs 

corner the tasting market 


A worker’s brewing co-operative established in the Mauricie region is the brainchild of 
four young university graduates from the Ecole de technologie supérieure 4 Montréal 
and the University of Quebec at Montreal who started the co-op out of their desire to 
live and work in a rural environment. Pierre-Paul Carpentier, Philippe Dumais, Francis 
Foley and David Gauthier have chosen Saint-Tite, in the RCM of Mékinac, to launch 
their microbrewery project, dubbed A /a fit. The goal: to develop the tasting market for 
homemade specialty draft beer. 


“We’ve all wanted to live outside the city for a few years now. Besides giving us 
professional independence in our area of training, we think living in a rural 
environment is more appealing and that it offers enormous development potential,” 
explains Pierre-Paul Carpentier, a native of the area. 


Picture: Journal I'Hebdo Mékinac 
A la Fat members: Philippe Dumais, Francis Foley, Pierre-Paul Carpentier et David Gauthier 


Technological advances in a rural setting 
create professional jobs 


Building on the engineering training of three of the four members of the group, 


the co-operative has developed a device that enables consumers to serve themselves a 


quality draft beer in the comfort of their own home. The cooling unit developed for 
homemade draft beer (URBAD) can control the temperature and pressure at which the 
beer is served—two factors that have a major impact on the final taste of the product. 


“There are very few examples of co-operatives that have played a role in technology 
development. We chose to use the co-operative model in starting up our microbrewery 
because the model fit well with our values and our image of entrepreneurship. 

Our project also shows young people in the area the entrepreneurial opportunities that 
are available there,” says Philippe Dumais. 


Anticipated results 


The members of the co-operative are hoping to start by developing the Quebec tasting 
market for homemade specialty draft beer, and then move on to conquer the Canadian 
and international markets. 


So far, several partnerships are planned and confirmed and will have a concrete effect 
on the development of the community. One way in which the co-operative contributes 
to the development of the RCM community is through local subcontracting, which is 
given priority, thus creating professional and technical jobs right in Saint-Tite, a city 
of 4,000. 


Another goal of the four founders of the co-operative is to create a sense of connection 
to the region among young people. According to Francis Foley, “the co-op will show 
young people both inside and outside the community that it is possible to become 
established outside the city and, at the same time, to create professional employment 
co-operatively.” 


This co-operative project is funded in part by the Co-operative Development Initiative 
(CDI), a Canadian government program designed to help people develop co-ops 
(through its Advisory Services component, managed by Canadian co-operative 
networks) and to research and test innovative ways of using the co-operative 

model (through the Innovation and Research component, managed by the 
Co-operatives Secretariat). 


For additional information on this initiative, visit these Internet sites: 
www.alafut.qc.ca 


WWw.co-op.gc.ca 


available to entrepreneurs. 


The new Government 
of Canada announces 
six new economic measures 


By the Economic Development Agency of Canada for the Regions of Quebec 


After completing his tour of the regions of Quebec, in recent weeks the 
Honourable Jean-Pierre Blackburn, Minister of Labour and Minister of 
Canada Economic Development (CED), last fall announced six new 
economic measures for the Quebec regions. 


The “Venture Capital Fund for Business Start-ups in the Regions” and 
the “Capital Fund for Business Succession” address the issue of business 
financing. A $13 million contribution from CED and support from such 
partners as Community Futures Development Corporations (CFDCs) 

and Desjardins Venture Capital will make more than $50 million 


RES 


mS In addition to these two funds is the 
Community Economic Diversification 
Initiative, called CEDI-Vitality. This 
measure supports activities aimed at 
diversifying the economy and assisting 
SMEs. With an $85 million envelope 
over four years, the CEDI-Vitality is 
offered to entrepreneurs and non-profit 
organizations in seven Quebec regions 
and 21 MRCs experiencing slow 
economic growth. 


Through its “Community Economic 
Facilities” measure, CED aims to 
provide targeted communities and 
regions with sustainable community 


economic facilities. Examples i 
industrial parks or ferry wharves. 


___ The Honourable Jean-Pierre Blackburn 


CED has also launched an “Enterprise commercialization” measure 
aimed at making Quebec enterprises more competitive on international 
markets. This initiative helps fund the salary of a resource-person 
specializing in market development. 


Lastly, “advisory committees” will be created in regions served by the 
Agency. Each advisory committee’s mandate will be to advise the 
Minister as to policy and priorities to be favoured in its region. 


“The time has come to re-energize the economies of our regions. I’m 
confident the measures announced today will make a real difference and 
give new impetus to our regions, for a favorable wind is blowing over the 
regions of Quebec,” said the Minister. 


For further information, consult Canada Economic Development website: 
www.dec-ced.gc.ca 
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: Service Canada 
Worth the Trip 


Would you like to get help with completing an application for Employment Insurance or 
Old Age Security—and have that help available close to home? Do you wish you could 
access Government of Canada services without travelling a long way? 


The Government of Canada is addressing these needs by creating outreach service sites. 
Service Canada’s client-service officers visit these sites to meet with residents in remote 
locations. These outreach service sites are located in the heart of rural communities and 
are open periodically for a few hours at a time. 


For you, where you live 


Service Canada’s outreach service sites are designed to bring together a number of 
federal departments in a single service-delivery network that can be easily accessible. 
People get answers to their questions and advice from attentive officers. Federal 
departments are working together to make this national initiative a reality, making a full 
range of high-quality services available everywhere. 


Some thirty outreach service sites will be set up by the end of 2007 across most of 
Quebec. As one client said of the outreach service site in Anse Saint Jean: “It’s easier 
to solve a problem by coming here. You don’t have to travel a long way or wait on the 
Phone. It’s really an advantage.” 


Citizens generally have questions about Employment Insurance, Income Security 
Programs, and the Social Insurance Number. The services offered in outreach service 
sites will develop as time goes by based on client needs. 


Tailored cervicec 


The success of outreach service sites depends on the officers, who must adapt to their 
new duties. They now travel to go meet citizens and find out about their needs in order 
to offer the most appropriate service. The clients appreciate it. In the words of Mario 
Turcotte, an officer at the Abitibi-fémiscamingue Service Canada Centre: “The clients 
are satisfied when we assist them. We have developed a service that is tailored to the 
needs of our clients and allows them to be self-reliant in their dealings with the 
Government of Canada.” 


Officers in outreach service sites are not equipped with a computer connected to the 
internal network, as they are in their main offices. This therefore challenges the 
officers’ resourcefulness to provide the best possible service using the resources 
available on-site. They really put themselves in the place of residents in remote regions. 
According to Mario Turcotte, this is the best way of understanding their situation and 
their needs. It’s worth the trip! 


FOR INFORMATION ON GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA PROGRAMS AND SERVICES: 


Phone: 1-800-0-CANADA (1-800-622-6232) 
TTY/TDD: 1-800-465-7735 


Web: www.canada.gc.ca 


Service Canada Access Centres 


Rural Secretariat 

Room 350-4, 901 Cap-Diamant Street 
Quebec, (Quebec) 

G1K 4K1 

Web site: www.rural.gc.ca 


If you have a story idea, comment, Letter to the Editor, or would like to 
receive a copy of this newsletter, contact the Rural Horizon at: 


Service Canada Outreach in Quebec 


Lamarche L’Anse-Saint-Jean 
Matagami Lebel-sur-Quévillon 
Matapédia Ferland-Boileau 


Baie-Saint-Paul Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré 


Saint-Siméon Saint-Michel-des-Saints 


Grande- Vallée Saint-Maxime-du-Mont-Louis 


Potton New Carlisle 
Saint-Thomas-Didyme Témiscamingue 
Taschereau Notre-Dame-du-Laus 
Belleterre Cadillac 

Weedon Dégelis 

Chéneville Riviere Rouge 


Notre-Dame-de-Montauban Grande-Entrée 


Fortierville 


Service Canada makes it easier for Canadians 
to get the government services and 
information they need with just a click, call or 
visit. To find the nearest Service Canada 
Centre or outreach location and the available 
services, visit servicecanada.gc.ca and 

click on ‘Services Where You Live’, 

or call 1 800 O-Canada. 


est 
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The Rural Horizon is a semi-annual publication of the Rural Team 
Quebec for the residents of rural and remote communities of Quebec. 


The Rural Team Quebec is made up of representatives from federal 
departments and agencies, as well as representatives of key organiza- 
tions working on rural issues in Quebec. 
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